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IFC-IOR is premised on mutual collaboration and cooperation and aims to advance maritime 

safety and security in the Indian Ocean Region. The Centre aims to work closely with national 

and regional agencies as well as like-minded organisations/ Centres to generate 

comprehensive Maritime Domain Awareness. The mutual collaboration is further enhanced 

with the presence of International Liaison Officers (ILOs) from partners nations positioned at 

the Centre. The Monthly Maritime Security Update (MMSU) is a comprehensive effort by the 

Centre to generate an overarching picture to assist the maritime community in better 

understanding of the maritime challenges and threats in the region. While the various 

maritime security threats are monitored on a daily basis by the integrated team with ILOs, 

and is disseminated through the IFC-IOR website, the maritime security analysis culminates 

in the form of MMSU. The maritime security incidents for the duration of 01 Mar – 31 Mar 21 

have been categorised under the following heads:- 

 (a)   Piracy and Armed Robbery 

 (c)   Contraband Smuggling 

 (e)  Illegal Unreported Unregulated (IUU) Fishing 

 (g)   Natural Events  

(b)  Maritime Terrorism  

(d)  Irregular Human Migration                                                            

(f)   Maritime Incidents 

(h)  Environmental Security 

            

 

A total of 275 incidents were monitored in the 

wider Indian Ocean Region in the month of 

March 21. Maritime incidents comprised nearly 

one third of the total and were followed by 

Contraband Smuggling, Irregular Human 

Migration, Piracy & Armed Robbery and IUU 

fishing.   

 

Additionally, the Centre also monitors the maritime traffic in IOR. As per data observed, in 

2021 approximately 1,22,000 vessels were observed to be operating in the region. At any given 

instant, an average of 19,000-20,000 distinct vessels have been observed in IOR.  

The centre has published the annual report for 2020, which may be accessed via the following 

link: https://www.indiannavy.nic.in/ifc-ior/reports.html 

SCOPE 

OVERVIEW OF INCIDENTS 
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Piracy & Armed Robbery IUU Fishing Irregular Human Migration Contraband Smuggling Maritime Incidents Maritime Terrorism 
 

* GoG – Focus on only Piracy & Armed Robbery incidents; Mediterranean – Focus on only IHM incidents  

The maritime security situation in the wider Indian Ocean region has been 
monitored under various maritime security threat categories for the month of      
Mar 21. 
• Piracy & Armed Robbery – There was no change in the number of incidents as 
compared to Feb 21, but a 32 % drop was observed from Mar 20. Gulf of Guinea, 
which accounted for almost half of these incidents, saw a 10% reduction from Feb 21 
and a steep (46%) drop from Mar 20.  This decrease may in part be attributed to 
enforcement efforts by littoral nations and amongst others, enhanced presence of 
foreign warships, including those from the European Union. 22 seafarers have been 
kidnapped in two incidents, one of which occurred at more than 200 nm from the 
West African coast. Pirate action groups in the GoG retain their ability to target 
vessels at considerable distance from the coast. A set of crewmembers kidnapped 
in Feb 21, were reportedly released, after 27 days in captivity. Two incidents of sea 
theft and one of attempted sea theft was reported in the SOMS. One of the incidents 
occurred in the westbound lane, an area which was relatively inactive in the recent 
past. This showcases the dexterity of perpetrators, who retain their ability to target 
vessels in both the eastbound and westbound lanes of Singapore Strait TSS. One 
suspicious approach was reported in the Gulf of Aden. The possibility of 
misidentification of innocent fishing vessels and the challenge associated with 
large groups of fishing vessels, necessitate that any discharge of weapons, 
including warning shots by the embarked security elements is a deliberate and 
considered decision. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
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• Contraband Smuggling – The month of Mar 21 witnessed a significant (75%) 
increase in the reported incidents as compared to Feb 21. The gradual easing of 
COVID-19 related restrictions with consequent increase in maritime traffic density, 
is likely to be one of the contributors of this trend. Major drugs seized included 
Methamphetamine, Cannabis, Heroin and Khat. The seizure of large quantities of 
methamphetamine during the recent months remains a concern for the region. 
There was a 35% increase from Feb 21 in seized quantity of meth including a single 
seizure of 55,836 kg by Omani authorities. The Centre continued to monitor large 
seizures of turmeric as contraband (banned import commodity) off Sri Lanka. 
Smuggling using small/fishing vessels and containers continues to account for 
majority of the incidents recorded. Indian Coast Guard seized five AK 47 rifles with 
1000 rounds of ammunition from a foreign fishing vessel, which was also carrying 
drugs, off Minicoy Island, Lakshwadweep, India. This incident highlights the possible 
narco-terrorism nexus and the possibility of smuggling routes of seemingly benign 
items like domestic products, being exploited for more sinister purposes such as 
landing of arms and explosives.  
• IUU Fishing – The reported incidents of IUU fishing saw a 5% decrease as 
compared to Feb 21 and an increase of 30% from Mar 20. Local IUU accounted for 
about 65% of the reported incidents. The Centre observed about 75% increase in the 
number of poaching incidents as compared to Mar 20. This may in part be attributed 
to the enhanced enforcement operations by coastal states and plausibly better data 
capture by the centre. Poaching was reported off Bangladesh, Pakistan, Somalia, 
India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Oman and Sri Lanka. The presence of foreign fishermen, 
poaching in Somalian waters is a worrying trend. It is widely agreed that large 
scale poaching, especially by mechanised industrial-scale fishing vessels, was one 
of the drivers behind the spurt in Somalia based piracy and armed robbery in the 
past. 
• IHM Incidents – There was a 4% increase in the IHM incidents as compared to 
the previous month. About 68% of the reported incidents were recorded across the 
Mediterranean, 21% off Mayotte and remaining off Malaysia and Oman. This is the 
highest monthly tally reported in 2021. Increased economic hardships possibly 
exacerbated by COVID-19 are likely to one of the drivers behind individuals 
attempting such illegal crossings. 
    
• Maritime Incidents – The Centre monitored a 31% increase as compared to the 
previous month. This is the highest number of incidents reported in 2021. In this 
month, a 40% increase in SAR incidents was reported as compared to the previous 
month. Many of these incidents involved small boats/vessels, often operating at 
close ranges from the coast. A major incident involving the temporary blockage of 
Suez Canal was monitored this month (Detailed analysis on Page 51). 
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•   PIRACY AND ARMED ROBBERY 

17 piracy and armed robbery incidents (actual as well as attempted) were recorded by the Centre for the month of 

Mar 21. Almost half of the incidents reported, occurred in the Gulf of Guinea, followed by three in the Straits of 

Malacca and Singapore, two in the Persian Gulf and one each in the Gulf of Aden, Java Sea, Sulu-Celebes Seas and 

South China Sea. This is the same number of incidents as in Feb 21 and 32% decrease from Mar 20 (25 incidents), 

driven by the steep drop in incidents in the GoG.  

 

Incidents in GoG – Eight incidents were recorded in GoG in Mar 21, which is slightly lesser than the nine incidents 

recorded in Feb 21. There was a steep (46%) drop in the number of incidents in the GoG, as compared to Mar 20 

(15 incidents). This decrease may in part be attributed to enforcement efforts by littoral nations and enhanced 

presence of foreign warships, including those from the European Union. 22 seafarers have been kidnapped in two 

incidents, one of which occurred at more than 200 nm from the West African coast. A set of crewmembers kidnapped 

in Feb 21, were reportedly released, after 27 days in captivity. Three incidents of sea thefts, two each attempted sea 

theft & kidnap and one illegal boarding were monitored by the Centre. Pirate action groups in the GoG retain their 

ability to target vessels at considerable distance from the coast. 

 

Incidents in SOMS – Two incidents of Sea theft and one incident of Attempted Sea theft was reported in the region.  

Incidents in South and SE Asia – One each sea theft was reported in Java Sea and South China Sea.  

Incidents in GoA/ Somalia – A suspicious approach was reported onboard a merchant vessel off Yemen in Mar 21. 

Reportedly, the vessel was approached by an unknown number of perpetrators onboard small crafts. A mothership 

was also reported to be in the vicinity of the incident. The vessel reportedly aborted the approach after the embarked 

AST showed their weapons.  
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The following piracy and armed robbery incidents were monitored in the region in the month of Mar 21: - 

 

• Suspicious Approach/ Off Sibutu Island, Philippines/ 03 Mar 21.                                            (Sulu Celebes Sea)                                             

                             

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard a Bangladesh flagged bulk carrier AKIJ PEARL about 11 nm 

South East off Sibutu Island, Tawi-Tawi, Philippines on 03 Mar 21. Reportedly, three perpetrators onboard a speedboat 

closed the vessel and attempted to board the vessel. However, evasive manoeuvres by the vessel, reportedly caused the 

perpetrators to abandon their attempts. Subsequently, the general alarm was raised, and the crew was mustered. The 

incident was reported to the Philippines Navy and the crew were reported to be safe. 

 

        

• Sea Theft/ Off Douala Anchorage, Cameroon/ 06 Mar 21.                                                             (GoG)   

                                              

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Luxembourg flagged cargo vessel BOURBON LIBERTY 212 off Douala 

anchorage, Cameroon on 06 Mar 21. Reportedly, the vessel was boarded by an unknown number of perpetrators. A 

search was conducted onboard and it was reported that the perpetrators escaped with some ship’s store. All crew 

members onboard the vessel were reported to be safe.  

 

• Suspicious Approach/ Off Yemen/ 08 Mar 21.                                                                      (GoA) 

                                 

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard a merchant vessel off Yemen on 08 Mar 21. Reportedly, the 

vessel was approached by an unknown number of perpetrators onboard small crafts. A mothership was also reported to 

be in the vicinity of the incident. Subsequently, the AST onboard the vessel displayed weapons, after which the 

perpetrators aborted the approach and reportedly fled away. The vessel and the crew were reported to be safe. 

 

• Sea Theft/ Off Luanda Anchorage, Angola/ 10 Mar 21.                                                                        (GoG) 

 

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Cyprus flagged container vessel FLENSBURG at Luanda anchorage, 

Angola on 10 Mar 21. Reportedly, the vessel was boarded by an unknown number of perpetrators whilst at anchorage. 

Subsequently, a search was conducted on the vessel and it was reported that the perpetrators escaped with two mooring 

ropes. However, all crew members and the vessel were reported to be safe. 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF PIRACY AND ARMED ROBBERY INCIDENTS 

Comments. As per an analysis by Dryad Global this is the first incident of this nature in the Eastern Gulf of Aden in 

2021. The last recorded incident recorded as an attack occurred on 04 Dec 20. The reported approach is understood 

to have occurred 105 nm SE of the Yemeni Port of Nishtun.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

ReCAAP warns of kidnapping danger near Philippines 

 

➢ Post the attempted boarding mentioned above, ReCAAP Information Sharing Center issued a warning and 

urged ship masters and crew to exercise extra vigilance when transiting the waters off Eastern Sabah and in the 

Sulu-Celebes Seas. 

➢ As per ReCAAP, at least 86 crew have been kidnapped in the area since Mar 16.  

 

Comments. It was unclear whether the perpetrators were members of the Abu Sayyaf Group that operates in the 

area. The last ASG linked abduction of seafarers in the area occurred in Jan 20, where five Indonesian fishermen 

were abducted from a Malaysian fishing vessel off Sabah, Malaysia. Local gangs, loosely affiliated to the Abu 

Sayaaf Group, have been known to attempt kidnapping in the past.  
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• Attempted Sea Theft/ Off Takoradi Anchorage, Ghana/ 11 Mar 21.                                                           (GoG) 

 

An incident of attempted sea theft was reported onboard a Singapore flagged drilling vessel MAERSK VENTURER at 

Takoradi anchorage, Ghana on 11 Mar 21. Reportedly, the vessel was boarded by four perpetrators whilst at anchorage. 

Subsequently, a search was conducted onboard the vessel and no perpetrators were found onboard. Nothing was reported 

stolen and all crew members were reported to be safe. The incident was reported to the local authorities. 

 

• Kidnap/ Off Cotonou, Benin/ 12 Mar 21.                                                                                                         (GoG) 

 

An incident of kidnap was reported onboard a Malta flagged chemical tanker DAVIDE B about 214 nm South of 

Cotonou, Benin on 12 Mar 21. Reportedly, the vessel was boarded by nine armed perpetrators while transiting the Gulf 

of Guinea. The perpetrators escaped the vessel after kidnapping 15 of the 21 crew members from the vessel. The six crew 

members remaining onboard the vessel were reported to be safe. The incident was reported to the coastal authorities. 

 

• Illegal Boarding/ Off Lagos, Nigeria/ 14 Mar 21.                                                                                           (GoG) 

                                           

An incident of illegal boarding was reported onboard a Luxembourg flagged service vessel BOURBON EVOLUTION 

802 about 210 nm South off Lagos, Nigeria on 14 Mar 21. Reportedly, the vessel was boarded by an unknown number of 

perpetrators. The crew retreated to the citadel. A search was conducted onboard the vessel and no perpetrators were 

found onboard. However, all crew members and the vessel were reported to be safe. 

 

• Kidnap/ Off Bonny Island, Nigeria/ 15 Mar 21.                                                                                     (GoG) 

 
An incident of Kidnap was reported onboard a barge under tow off Bonny Island, Nigeria on 15 Mar 21. Reportedly, a 

number of perpetrators attacked a barge under tow near the entry channel to the Bonny River. The barge and tug boat 

were attacked while workers were being transported from Warri to the Bonga oil field, via Bonny Island. Seven persons 

including the Captain of the tug boat were reported as being kidnapped.  

 

• Sea Theft/ Off Campha Port, Vietnam/ 15 Mar 21.                                                                                      (SCS) 

 
An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Liberia flagged bulk carrier SBI HERCULES off Campha Port, Vietnam 

on 15 Mar 21. Reportedly, the vessel was boarded by unknown numbers of perpetrators, who broke into two crew cabins 

and escaped with some ship’s stores and cash. The incident was reported to the local authorities. 

 

 

• Hijack/ Off Bushehr, Iran/ 21 Mar 21.                                                                                                (Persian Gulf) 

 

An incident of Hijack was reported onboard a stranded Iraq flagged tugboat T-4 about 07 nm North off Bushehr, Iran on 

21 Mar 21. Reportedly, the tugboat ran aground before being hijacked by the perpetrators. The owner of the vessel 

approached the coastal authorities for assistance.  

 

Comments. The attacks on DAVIDE B and BOURBON EVOLUTION 802 occurred when both the vessels were 

outside the Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs) of the GoG states. As per the analysis of DNK-IOC, the one on 

DAVIDE B became a successful kidnapping as the pirates were able to work undisturbed for eight-nine hours. This 

enabled them to breach the citadel, using the ship’s own power- tools. This modus operandi was like the MOZART 

attack on 23 Jan 21.  

 

 

 

 
 Update on Crew Release in GoG 

 

On 07 Mar 21, it was reported that the 14 crew members (six Chinese nationals, three Indonesians, one Gabon 

national and four Nigerians) who were kidnapped off Gabon on 08 Feb 21 onboard Chinese flagged fishing vessel 

LIANPENGYU809 were released after being held in captivity for 27 days.  

Comments. As per Dryad Global, Basra Authorities stated that they received authenticated pleas from the private 

owner of the Iraqi tugboat T-4, seeking assistance to free the vessel. The attackers had reportedly taken the vessel to 

an unknown location and demanded a ransom of USD 80,000. 
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• Suspicious Approach/ Off Mina Saqr Port, UAE/ 22 Mar 21.                                                   (Persian Gulf) 

 

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard a Singapore flagged cargo vessel NORD PEAK about 21 nm 

North of Mina Saqr port, UAE on 22 Mar 21. Reportedly, the vessel was approached by one small boat with three 

personnel onboard. The vessel and crew were reported to be safe.  

 

• Attempted Sea Theft/ Off Singapore Strait/ 25 Mar 21.                                                                              (SOMS)                                                         

 

An incident of attempted sea theft was reported onboard a Marshall-Islands flagged bulk carrier AFRICAN QUEEN off 

Singapore Strait on 25 Mar 21. Reportedly, the duty crew sighted five perpetrators in the engine room. Subsequently, a 

search was conducted, but no perpetrators were found onboard. No items were reported to be stolen.  

 

• Attempted Sea Theft/ Off Monrovia, Liberia/ 28 Mar 21.                                                                            (GoG)  

                                                      

An incident of attempted sea theft was reported onboard a vessel (NAME WITHHELD) off Monrovia, Liberia on 28 Mar 

21. Reportedly, the bulk carrier was approached by a wooden motorboat with two perpetrators onboard. Subsequently, 

the alarm was raised and the perpetrators jumped into the water. No items were reported to be stolen in the incident. 

 

• Attempted Sea Theft/ Off Luanda, Angola/ 28 Mar 21.                                                                                (GoG)  

                                                                                                                

An incident of attempted sea theft was reported onboard a cargo vessel (NAME WITHHELD) off Luanda, Angola on 28 

Mar 21. Reportedly, the vessel was boarded by unknown number of perpetrators. The duty crew noticed the perpetrators 

and an alarm was raised. No items were reported to be stolen in the incident. 

 

• Sea Theft/ Off Jakarta Anchorage, Indonesia/ 30 Mar 21.                                                                      (Java Sea)       

 

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Marshall Islands flagged cargo vessel BALTIC NORTH off Jakarta 

Anchorage, Indonesia on 30 Mar 21. Reportedly, robbers boarded a container vessel anchored at Zone F, Jakarta 

Anchorage. Crew members on routine rounds spotted the two robbers carrying sacks. When the crew shouted and 

pointed their flashlights at the robbers, the robbers fled from the port side, poop deck area. The crew conducted a search 

which revealed that the robbers had stolen items from the engine room.  

  

• Sea Theft/ Off Singapore Strait/ 30 Mar 21.                                                                                                 (SOMS)       

 

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Bahamas flagged rig SCARABEO 7 off Singapore on 30 Mar 21. 

Reportedly, robbers in two small boats approached the stern of the unmanned rig under tow. They detached and stole the 

towline pickup buoy which is attached to the emergency towing line floating behind the rig and escaped. Incident 

reported to VTIS. Vessel and crew were reported to be safe.  

 

• Sea Theft/ Off Singapore Strait/ 30 Mar 21.                                                                                                 (SOMS)       

 

An incident of sea theft was reported onboard a Singapore flagged service vessel POSH FALCON off Singapore Strait on 

30 Mar 21. Reportedly, an unknown number of perpetrators onboard two boats boarded the vessel while it was underway 

in the westbound lane of Traffic Separation Scheme in the Singapore Strait. It was reported that perpetrators escaped the 

vessel and a buoy was reported to be stolen. The incident was reported to the local authorities and the vessel continued 

her transit to the next port of call. 

Denmark to deploy Frigate to Gulf of Guinea to combat piracy 

 

Multiple platforms have reported that Denmark has announced its intention to deploy a frigrate in the Gulf of 

Guinea. This deployment is likely to be for a period of five months, from Nov 21 to Mar 22. It was bought out that this 

deployment is envisaged to coincide with a period of calmer seas and improved weather conditions, which has 

historically been associated with an increase in pirate activities. The vessel will supplement Portuguese, Italian, and 

Spanish naval vessels that are already deployed in the region under the EU “Coordinated Maritime Presence” 

(CMP) framework, but will be deployed under a national mandate.  
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CONTRABAND SMUGGLING 

77 contraband smuggling incidents were recorded by the Centre for the month of Mar 21. Majority of the incidents 

were related to drug smuggling followed by domestic product and tobacco smuggling. This is a significant (75%) 

increase from 44 incidents in Feb 21. The rise in the incidents in Mar 21 as compared to the previous months 

may, in part, be attributed to the relative easing of COVID-19 related restrictions and greater number of 

enforcement operations by authorities.  

Drug Seizures – 47 drug seizures were recorded in Mar 21. The drugs seized include Methamphetamine (56,991 kg), 

Cannabis (4,861 kg), and Heroin (863 kg), 117.3mn captagon pills, 126,915 ecstasy pills and 3906 psychotropic 

tablets. Methamphetamine saw a 35% increase in recorded seizure quantities over Feb 21.  

Domestic Product Smuggling – Seven incidents of domestic product smuggling were reported in Mar 21 which 

included six seizures of turmeric by Sri Lankan authorities. The Centre monitored the seizure of about 5456 kg of 

turmeric in the six reported incidents.  

Natural Resource Smuggling – One incident involving seizure of rattan wood off Malaysia was recorded in the 

month.    

Cigarette Smuggling – Eight incidents of cigarette smuggling were reported in Mar 21, three each off Philippines 

and Malaysia and one each off Sri Lanka and Bangladesh.    

Weapon Smuggling – Indian Coast Guard seized five AK 47 rifles with 1000 rounds of ammunition from a foreign 

fishing vessel, which was also carrying drugs, off Minicoy Island, Lakshwadweep, India. This incident highlights the 

possible narco-terrorism nexus and the possibility of smuggling routes of seemingly benign items like domestic 

products, being exploited for more sinister purposes such as landing of arms and explosives.   
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• Drug Smuggling/ Off Dhofar, Oman/ 01 Mar 21.                                                                                           (Khat)  

 

 On 01 Mar 21, it was reported that the Oman authorities seized 2,940 packages of khat from a 

boat off Dhofar, Oman. The seizure was handed over to the local authorities for further 

investigation.  
 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Urumalai, Sri Lanka/ 01 Mar 21.                                                                         (Cannabis)  

 

On 01 Mar 21, it was reported that the Sri Lanka Navy seized 18 kg of Kerala Cannabis 

off Urumalai in Talaimannar, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the contraband was stuffed inside 

10 parcels and believed to be smuggled into the country via sea route. The seizure was 

handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  
 

 

• Tobacco & Alcohol Smuggling/ Off Bulan Island, Indonesia/ 02 Mar 21.                           (Cigarette & Alcohol)  

 
On 02 Mar 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended a suspect for carrying illegal cigarettes and 

alcohol from a vessel off Bulan Island, Indonesia. Reportedly, the authorities seized 29 boxes of brand cigarettes and 30 

boxes of alcohol. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Sadah, Oman/ 02 Mar 21.                                                                                             (Khat)  

 
On 02 Mar 21, it was reported that Oman authorities apprehended four personnel for attempting to smuggle drug into 

the country. Reportedly, the authorities intercepted the personnel and seized 3,736 packages of khat onboard a boat. The 

suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Oman/ 02 Mar 21.                                                        (Hashish, Morphine & Crystal Meth)  

                                                    

On 02 Mar 21, it was reported that the Oman authorities apprehended five personnel for 

attempting to smuggle drugs into the country. Reportedly, the seizure suspected to be 

smuggled via sea route included over 50 kg hashish, 13,260 kg crystal drugs, 08 kg 

morphine and 3,906 tablets of psychotropic substances. The suspects and the seizure 

were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  
 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Zamboanga City Port, Philippines/ 02 Mar 21.                                                       (Shabu)                                

 

On 02 Mar 21, it was reported that the Philippine authorities seized 50 gm of shabu (a product 

derived from methamphetamine) from a person onboard a local passenger vessel ASIAN STAR II 

off Zamboanga city port, Philippines. The estimated value of the seizure was reported to be 

worth USD 7000.  The suspect and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for 

further investigation.  

 

 

 

SUMMARY OF CONTRABAND SMUGGLING INCIDENTS 

Comments. According to DEA, Khat contains stimulants similar to amphetamines. Khat is a flowering evergreen 

shrub native to East Africa and the Arabian Peninsula. Though khat is generally described as a mild stimulant, there 

is consistent evidence of overuse and addiction. 

Comments. Shabu or Syabu is a local term for the drug methamphetamine used in Japan, Hong Kong, the 

Philippines, Malaysia, and Indonesia.  Yaba, also called shabú (Philippines), pills with a mixture of 

methamphetamine and caffeine prevalent throughout Asia 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Methamphetamine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ya_ba
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• Drug Smuggling/ Off Talaimannar, Sri Lanka/ 03 Mar 21.                                                             (Crystal Meth)   

                           

On 03 Mar 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy apprehended four suspects and 

seized over one kg of crystal meth off Talaimannar, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the 

contraband arrived via sea route onboard a dinghy, hidden in a package inside a fishing 

net. The estimated value of the seizure was reported to be about USD 30,600. The 

suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local officials for further investigation.  

 

• Wildlife Smuggling/ Off East Java Port, Indonesia/ 03 Mar 21.                   (Wildlife)                                               

 

On 03 Mar 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities foiled an attempt to smuggle 

600 birds (white cockatoos & blue-streaked lory) and turtles off East Java port, Indonesia. 

Reportedly, the extinct species were stuffed inside plastic baskets and iron cages and were 

prepared to be smuggled to a foreign country via sea route. The bird case was taken into 

custody for further investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Pakistan/ 04 Mar 21.                                                                                                (Hashish) 

 

04 Mar 21, it was reported that the Pakistan authorities apprehended five foreign suspects 

and seized 2,040 kg hashish off Pakistan. Reportedly, the contraband was being shipped 

onboard a boat to a foreign country via sea route. The estimated value was reported to be 

about USD 05 million. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local officials 

for further investigation.  

 

• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Silavathurai, Sri Lanka/ 04 Mar 21.                                               (Turmeric) 

 

On 04 Mar 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan authorities apprehended two suspects 

and seized 826 kg turmeric off Silavathurai, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the commodity was 

stuffed inside 24 sacks and smuggled into the country via sea route. The suspects and the 

seizure were handed over to the local officials for further investigation.  

                                                                                                                                                                                    

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Rawai, Thailand/ 04 Mar 21.                                                    (Crystal Meth & Marijuana) 

 

On 04 Mar 21, it was reported that Thai authorities apprehended nine suspects for smuggling drugs off Rawai, Thailand. 

The contraband reportedly included 29 pills of methamphetamine, a small quantity of crystal meth & marijuana and 13.5 

ltr kratom juice suspected to be smuggled into the country via sea route. The suspects and the seizure were handed over 

to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Minicoy Island, India/ 05 Mar 21.                                                         (Heroin & Hashish) 

    

On 05 Mar 21, it was reported that Indian Coast Guard apprehended three foreign boats 

with 19 crew members about 7 nm off Minicoy Island, Lakshadweep, India. 200 kg of 

heroin and 60 kg of hashish was discovered in one of the boats, reportedly transferred 

from a boat belonging to another foreign country, around 400 nm west off Lakshadweep. 

It was reported that upon noticing the approaching patrol team the crew dumped the 

contraband overboard. The boats were handed over to local authorities for further 

investigation.   
                                         

 

Comments. Based on initial investigation, the Coast Guard stated that the boat carrying the drugs was at sea for 

over a fortnight. Owing to rough sea conditions off Minicoy Islands, the detained boats were brought to Vizhinjam 

near Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala on 07 Mar 21 for further investigation. 

➢ Post the joint investigation at Vizhinjam, Indian authorities detained the boat carrying contraband along 

with six foreign crew. The two other foreign boats were released.  

➢ A similar attempt was thwarted in Nov 20, when the ICG apprehended a foreign fishing off Kanyakumari, 

carrying narcotics worth around USD 136 million in the international market. 

➢ The Southern part of the Arabian Sea, is a likely trans-shipment area, being used by drug traffickers to reach 

South Asia and beyond to the East.  
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• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Norochcholai, Sri Lanka/ 05 Mar 21.                                            (Turmeric)  

 

On 05 Mar 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan authorities apprehended five suspects and seized over 1390 kg 

turmeric off Norochcholai, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the commodity was stuffed inside 38 sacks and smuggled into the 

country via sea route. Along with the commodity, the authorities also seized a motor car, a small lorry and a motorbike 

from their possession. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local officials for further investigation.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Kuala Perlis, Malaysia/ 05 Mar 21.                                        (Ketum Leaves)    

                           

On 05 Mar 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities seized 400 kg ketum leaves 

from a fibre boat off Kuala Perlis, Malaysia. Upon noticing the approaching patrol boats, the 

suspects jumped into the water and fled away. However, the authorities recovered the 

contraband that was stuffed inside 40 black plastic packages and reported to be worth USD 

17,500. In addition, the authorities also seized the fibre boat and engines worth USD 18,900. 

The seizure was handed over to the local officials for further investigation.  

 

• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Puttalam, Sri Lanka/ 06 Mar 21.                                                    (Turmeric)   

        

On 06 Mar 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan authorities apprehended three suspects onboard two boats and seized 

670 kg turmeric off Puttalam, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the contraband was stuffed inside 33 sacks and smuggled into the 

country via sea route. The seizure and the suspects were handed over to the local officials for further investigation.  

 

• Fuel Smuggling/ Off Musandam, Oman/ 07 Mar 21.                                                                                  (Diesel)   

 

On 07 Mar 21, it was reported that the Omani authorities foiled an attempt to smuggle a large quantity of diesel into the 

country via sea route off Musandam, Oman. Reportedly, a group of smugglers onboard a boat attempted to smuggle in 

the diesel without a valid permit. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further 

investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Gwadar, Pakistan/ 07 Mar 21.                                                                               (Hashish)   

 

On 07 Mar 21, it was reported that the Pakistan authorities apprehended five suspects attempting to smuggle 1,100 kg 

hashish off Gwadar, Pakistan. Reportedly, the contraband was prepared to be smuggled to a foreign country via sea 

route. The authorities also seized a speedboat and a vehicle from their possession. The suspects and the seizure were 

handed over to the local officials for further investigation.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Sri Lanka/ 07 Mar 21.                                                                         (Cannabis & Heroin)   

 

On 07 Mar 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan authorities during an operation (23 Feb 21 to 07 Mar 21) apprehended 

18 suspects for possessing various narcotic substances from various parts off Sri Lanka. The contraband included about 

21 kg of cannabis and a small quantity of heroin. The suspects and the seizure were taken into custody for further 

investigation.  

 

• Fuel Smuggling/ Off Oman/ 07 Mar 21.                                                                                                        (Diesel)   

 

On 07 Mar 21, it was reported that the Oman authorities seized large quantities of diesel from a boat off Oman. The 

vessel was reportedly transporting the diesel without a valid permit. The seizure and the suspects were taken into 

custody for further investigation. 

 

 

Comments. Scientifically known as mitragyna speciosa, Ketum is a tropical deciduous and evergreen tree in the 

coffee family native to South East Asia. Though it has potentially been used as traditional medicine, there are many 

reported cases over the recent years over its abuse especially among the youth due to its characteristic which is said 

to be similar to other illegal and addictive substances. 
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• Drug Smuggling/ Off Karachi, Pakistan/ 07 Mar 21.                                                                       (Crystal Meth)   

 

On 07 Mar 21, it was reported that Pakistani authorities apprehended four suspects attempting to smuggle 450 kg of 

methamphetamine (Ice Crystal) off Karachi, Pakistan. The estimated value of the seizure was reported to be worth 256 

million.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Manokwari, Indonesia/ 07 Mar 21.                                                        (Cannabis) 

                              

On 07 Mar 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities foiled an attempt to smuggle 06 kg cannabis and 

apprehended two suspects onboard a vessel KM CIREMAI off Manokwari, West Papua, Indonesia. In addition, the 

authorities also recovered some luggage, two mobile phones and boarding tickets from the vessel. The suspects and the 

seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Fuel Smuggling/ Off Con Dao, Vietnam/ 08 Mar 21.                                                                                   (Diesel)  

 
On 08 Mar 21, it was reported that the Vietnam authorities seized 180,000 ltr diesel from a fishing vessel BT 99889 TS 

off Con Dao, Vietnam. The vessel was reportedly transporting the diesel without a valid permit. The seizure and the 

suspects were taken into custody for further investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Jeddah Port, Saudi Arabia/ 08 Mar 21.                                                      (Captagon Pills)  

                                                    

On 08 Mar 21, it was reported that the Saudi Arabian authorities seized 15.2 million 

Captagon pills at Jeddah Port, Saudi Arabia. Reportedly, the contraband was hidden inside 

boxes of grapes and smuggled into the country via sea route. The seizure was taken into 

custody for further investigation.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Kalpitiya, Sri Lanka/ 08 Mar 21.                                                                         (Cannabis) 

 

On 08 Mar 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan authorities during an operation seized over 107 kg cannabis off 

Kalpitiya, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the contraband was hidden in an abandoned vessel and suspected to be smuggled into 

the country via sea route. The seizure was taken into custody for further investigation.  

 

• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Pulau Kukup, Malaysia/ 08 Mar 21.                                                              (Cigarette) 

 

On 08 Mar 21, it was reported that Malaysian authorities apprehended ten foreign crew and seized USD 12.6 million 

worth of illegal cigarettes from a Mongolia flagged vessel about 2.9 nm South West of Pulau Kukup, Malaysia. 

Reportedly, authorities intercepted the suspicious vessel and recovered 7,000 cartons of illegal cigarettes during a search 

conducted onboard. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Jaffna, Sri Lanka/ 10 Mar 21.                                                                              (Cannabis)  

 

 On 10 Mar 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy apprehended two suspects and seized 141 kg cannabis (wet 

weight) off Jaffna, Sri Lanka. The seizure was stuffed inside 54 packages onboard a dinghy with an estimated value of 

about USD 213,700. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 
 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Kuala Perlis, Malaysia/ 11 Mar 21.                                                              (Ketum Leaves) 

 

On 11 Mar 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities seized 200 kg ketum leaves off Kuala Perlis, Malaysia. 

Reportedly, the contraband was stuffed inside a white sack and was prepared to be smuggled to a foreign country via sea 

Comments. As per reports, Captagon was first manufactured in 1961 as an alternative to amphetamine and 

methamphetamine used at the time to treat narcolepsy, fatigue, and behavioral disorder. However, illegal 

manufacture has continued, and has recently escalated in the past few years in Europe and the Middle East. Some 

sources suggest Captagon is one of the more popular recreational drugs among affluent youth in the Middle East. 
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route. The estimated value of the seizure was reported to be worth USD 8,750 and was handed over to the local 

authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Mirbat, Oman/ 12 Mar 21.                                                                                           (Khat) 

 

On 12 Mar 21, it was reported that the Oman authorities in two separate operations seized 7,363 packages of khat off 

Mirbat, Oman. Reportedly, authorities intercepted two suspicious boats and recovered the contraband during the search 

conducted onboard. The seizure and the seized boats were taken into custody for further investigation.  

 

• Fuel Smuggling/ Off Hon Khoai, Vietnam/ 12 Mar 21.                                                                               (Diesel) 

 

On 12 Mar 21, it was reported that the Vietnam authorities seized 100,000 ltr diesel from a fishing vessel TG-94998-TS 

with five crew onboard off Hon Khoai, Vietnam. Reportedly, the diesel was transported without a valid document. The 

seizure and the fishing boat were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Arabian Sea/ 12 Mar 21.                                                                               (Hashish & Heroin) 

 

On 12 Mar 21, it was reported that HMS MONTROSE deployed as part of the CMF seized 2,850 kg of narcotics from a 

suspect dhow in the northern Arabian sea. Reportedly, the boarding teams recovered 2,800 kg hashish and 50 kg of 

heroin from dhow. The estimated worth of seizure was reported to be about USD 4.5 million. 

  

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Reunion Island/ 12 Mar 21.                                                                              (Ecstasy Pill)   

 

On 12 Mar 21, it was reported that the local authorities apprehended three suspects with 

5,000 ecstasy pills off Reunion Islands. Reportedly, the contraband was found in boxes sent 

by container from the mainland via sea route. The suspects and the seizure were handed 

over to the local authorities for further action. 

 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Jakarta, Indonesia/ 12 Mar 21.                                                                                   (Meth) 

 

On 12 Mar 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended two passengers and seized 02 kg of meth, off 

Jakarta, Indonesia. Reportedly, the authorities intercepted the personnel while they were disembarking from the ship and 

recovered the contraband during the search. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for 

further investigation.  

   

• Alcohol Smuggling/ Off Manado, Indonesia/ 12 Mar 21.                                                                          (Alcohol) 

 
On 12 Mar 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities seized 1,528 bottles of alcohol from a passenger boat off 

Manado, Indonesia. Reportedly, the authorities recovered the contraband from the engine room from the docked boat 

during the search. The seizure was handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Tawau, Malaysia/ 13 Mar 21.                                                                          (Cigarette) 

 

On 13 Mar 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities seized 4,850 packets of contraband cigarettes off Tawau, 

Malaysia. The contraband was located in a stilt house and was suspected to be smuggled to a foreign country via sea 

Comments. This was reported to be the third seizure by HMS MONTROSE, in less than five weeks. The warship was 

reportedly operating in direct support of CMF’s Combined Task Force 150 (CTF-150).  

 

 

 

 

Comments. Ecstasy is a synthetic, psychoactive drug chemically similar to the stimulant methamphetamine and the 

hallucinogen mescaline. It is an illegal drug that acts as both a stimulant and psychedelic, producing an energizing 

effect. Common or street names of Ecstacy are MDMA, E, Adam, Beans, Candy, E-bomb, Thizz, XTC, Clarity, 

Essence, Hug Drug, Love Drug, Molly, Rolls, Skittles, Sweets, Vitamin E or X. 
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route. The estimated value of the seizure was reported to be worth USD 14,500 and handed over to the local authorities 

for further investigation.  

 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Teluk Bahang, Malaysia/ 13 Mar 21.                                                                        (Syabu) 

 
On 13 Mar 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended a suspect and seized 129 kg syabu (drug 

derived from methamphetamine) off Teluk Bahang, Malaysia. Reportedly, the contraband smuggled into the country as 

transit point and ready to be smuggled to another foreign country via sea route. The estimated value of the seizure was 

reported to be worth USD 1.11 million. The suspect and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further 

investigation.  

 

 

                 The UNODC Strategy 

                                                     

 
 

 
➢ UNODC’s mission is to contribute to global peace and security, human rights and development by making 

the world safer from drugs, crime, corruption and terrorism. This Strategy for the next five years will equip UNODC 

to deliver effectively, efficiently and with accountability, elevating their support to Member States to build just, 

inclusive and resilient societies that leave no one behind. 

➢ The coming five years will see UNODC deploy innovative methods, leverage new technologies and create an 

organizational culture that is based on trust, respect and accountability. The full article can be accessed on the 

following link: https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/strategy/index.html 
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• Fuel Smuggling/ Off Con Dao, Vietnam/ 13 Mar 21.                               (Diesel) 

 

On 13 Mar 21, it was reported that the Vietnam authorities seized 3,000 ltr diesel from a fishing vessel ST 92627TS off 

Con Dao, Vietnam. Reportedly, authorities intercepted the suspicious vessel and recovered the contraband during the 

search conducted onboard. The seizure was taken into custody for further investigation. 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Sulu, Philippines/ 14 Mar 21.                                                                                     (Syabu) 

 

On 14 Mar 21, it was reported that the Philippine authorities seized 03 kg syabu off Sulu, Philippines. Reportedly, the 

seizure was hidden inside Chinese tea bags and suspected to be smuggled into the country via sea route. The estimated 

value of the seizure was reported to be worth USD 420,200. The seizure was taken into custody for further investigation.  

 

• Wildlife Smuggling/ Off Birabirahan, Indonesia/ 14 Mar 21.                                                             (Turtle Egg) 

 

On 14 Mar 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended three suspects for attempting to smuggle 903 

turtle eggs off Birabirahan Island, Indonesia. Reportedly, authorities intercepted a suspicious fishing boat, recovered 275 

hawksbill eggs and 628 ordinary turtle eggs which were stuffed inside a cardboard box. The suspects and the seizure 

were handed over to local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Mak Island, Thailand/ 14 Mar 21.                  (Ice Drug)                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                 
On 14 Mar 21, it was reported that the authorities seized 2.3 kg iced drug off Mak Island, Trat province, Thailand. 

Reportedly, the contraband was stuffed inside 17 bags and washed ashore. The seizure was handed over to local 

authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Jebel Ali Port, UAE/ 15 Mar 21.                                                                  (Captagon Pills) 

 

On 15 Mar 21, it was reported that the Dubai authorities seized 03 million of captagon pills off Jebel Ali port, Dubai, 

UAE. The contraband was reportedly seized from a container that arrived via sea route. The seizure was handed over to 

the local authorities for further investigation. 

      INVESTEGGATOR 

 

Poachers destroy more than 90% of sea turtle nests to sell the eggs into the illegal wildlife trade. The eggs are 

smuggled to cities where they are eaten as a delicacy in restaurants and bars. This wildlife crime is devastating for 

endangered sea turtles. Poachers currently have the upper hand on circumventing local authorities, and little is 

known about the routes they use to smuggle endangered species.To trace poaching routes and help stop the illegal 

wildlife trade, Paso Pacífico has developed the INVESTEGGATOR: a GPS-GSM tracking device that mimics the 

look and feel of real sea turtle eggs. The scientists developed the initial prototypes with a 3D printer and software, 

and special effects make-up artist painted the printed eggs so they would be nearly indistinguishable from real sea 

turtle eggs. When they are placed into real sea turtle nests, InvestEGGators can go undiscovered by poachers and 

provide real-time maps of smuggling routes. Armed with that information, they intend to work with authorities to 

dismantle egg trafficking, both domestically and internationally. Source: 

https://pasopacifico.org/project/investeggator-sea-turtle-eggs/ 
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• Drug Smuggling/ Off Oman/ 15 Mar 21.                                                          (Crystal Drug, Morphine & Opium) 

 

 On 15 Mar 21, it was reported that the Oman authorities apprehended four suspects for smuggling drugs off Oman. 

Reportedly, the drugs included 55,836 kg crystal drug, 8,573 kg morphine and 2,390 kg opium. The seizure and the 

suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Talaimannar, Sri Lanka / 15 Mar 21.                     (Turmeric & Cardamom) 

 

On 15 Mar 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan authorities apprehended two suspects for smuggling 349 kg turmeric 

and 156 kg cardamom into the country off Talaimannar, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the turmeric and cardamom were stuffed 

inside 21 sacks. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local officials for further investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Port Klang, Malaysia/ 15 Mar 21.                                                               (Captagon Pills) 

 
On 15 Mar 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities seized 94.8 million captagon pills 

off Port Klang, Malaysia. Reportedly, the contraband was stuffed inside castor wheels which 

was believed to be smuggled to a foreign country. The estimated worth of seizure was 

reported to be USD 1.25 billion. The seizure was handed over to local authorities for further 

investigation.  

 

• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Chattogram Port, Bangladesh/ 16 Mar 21.                                                   (Cigarette) 

 

On 16 Mar 21, it was reported that the Bangladesh authorities seized 24,990 cartons of foreign brand cigarettes mis-

declared as A4 size paper sheets off Chattogram port, Bangladesh. Reportedly, the cartons were seized from a container 

that arrived from a foreign country via sea route. The estimated value of the seizure was reported to be about USD 1.4 

million and handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Langsa, Indonesia/ 16 Mar 21.                                                                       (Crystal Meth) 

 

On 16 Mar 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended three crew members and seized 73.5 kg 

crystal meth and ten packets of ecstasy off Langsa, Indonesia. Reportedly, the contraband was smuggled from a foreign 

country via sea route. The suspects and seizures were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off West Bengal, India/ 16 Mar 21.                                           (Textile Material)  

 

On 16 Mar 21, it was reported that the Indian Coast Guard apprehended a foreign fishing vessel NURANI with a large 

quantity of textile materials (stuffed inside gunny bags) off West Bengal, India. Reportedly, the vessel attempted to 

enter the country's waters without a valid permit. Upon noticing the approaching patrol team the suspects fled away. 

However, the officials seized the contraband and handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Balikpapan, Indonesia/ 17 Mar 21.                                                                             (Meth) 

 

On 17 Mar 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended two personnel and seized 03 kg meth off 

Balikpapan, Indonesia. Reportedly, the contraband was smuggled from a foreign country via sea route for onward 

distribution in the Sulawesi region. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local officials for further 

investigation. 

 

• Fuel Smuggling/ Off Tawi-Tawi, Philippines/ 18 Mar 21.                                                                       (Gasoline)  

 
On 18 Mar 21, it was reported that the Philippines authorities apprehended ten suspects and seized 400 drums of 

gasoline from a motor boat off Tawi-Tawi, Philippines. Reportedly, the suspects tried to flee away with the boat upon 

Comments. This has been reported to be the largest haul in the history of Malaysian customs. The contraband, 

reported to be weighing 16 tonnes were shipped in three 40 ft containers, which arrived from West Asia. Initial 

investigations reportedly indicated that the containers were meant to be shipped to an East Asian country.  
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noticing the approaching patrol boats. However, the authorities chased down the suspicious boat and recovered the 

contraband during a search conducted onboard. The estimated worth of contraband was reported to be USD 67,800. The 

suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Weapon & Drug Smuggling/ Off Minicoy Island, India/ 18 Mar 21.                (AK – 47, Ammunition & Heroin) 

 

On 18 Mar 21, it was reported that the Indian Coast Guard seized 300 kg heroin from three vessels off Minicoy Island, 

Lakshadweep, India. In addition to the contraband, the officials also recovered five AK-47 rifles with 1000 live rounds. 

The seizure and the vessels were handed over to local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Oman/ 19 Mar 21.                                                                                        (Meth & Heroin)  

 

On 19 Mar 21, the French Ship NIVOSE seized 361 kg of methamphetamine and 311 kg of heroin from a suspicious 

dhow off Oman. Reportedly, the authorities intercepted the suspicious boat and recovered the contraband during the 

search conducted onboard.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Sumatra Island, Indonesia/ 19 Mar 21.                                             (Meth & Ecstasy Pills)  

  

On 19 Mar 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended eight suspects and seized 10 kg meth and 

1,000 ecstasy pills off Sumatra Island, Indonesia. Reportedly, authorities intercepted the suspicious vessel and recovered 

the contraband during the search conducted onboard. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local 

authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Talaimannar, Sri Lanka/ 19 Mar 21.                                             (Turmeric)  

  

On 19 Mar 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan authorities seized 1072 kg dried turmeric off 

Talaimannar, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the contraband was stuffed inside 19 sacks and smuggled 

into the country via sea route. The seizure was handed over to the local officials for further 

investigation.   

 

• Drugs Smuggling/ Off Dammam, Saudi Arabia / 19 Mar 21.                                                         (Captagon Pill) 

 

On 19 Mar 21, it was reported that the Saudi Arabia authorities apprehended two suspects and seized 03 million  

captagon pills off Dammam, Saudi Arabia. Reportedly, the contraband was hidden inside a shipment of stone and 

marble. The suspects and seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Mauritius/ 19 Mar 21.                                                                                   (Ecstasy Pill)   

 

On 19 Mar 21, it was reported that the authorities seized two boxes containing 02 kg of powder suspected to be heroin 

onboard a cargo vessel MERATUS JAYAKARTA, off Mauritius. The vessel with 22 crew members onboard was also 

detained in the incident. The suspects and seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Domestic Product Smuggling/ Off Kalpitiya, Sri Lanka/ 20 Mar 21.                                                    (Turmeric) 

 

On 20 Mar 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan authorities apprehended 1149 kg dried turmeric off Kalpitiya, Sri 

Lanka. Reportedly, the contraband was stuffed inside 33 sacks and smuggled into the country via sea route. The seizure 

was handed over to the local officials for further investigation.  

 

 

 

 

 

Comments. It was reported that a foreign country-based drug trafficking network was involved in the incident. The 

Indian Narcotics Control Bureau in their statement, highlighted the likely link between narcotics trafficking and 

extremist elements. 
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• Drugs Smuggling/ Off Haa Alifu Atoll / 21 Mar 21.                                                                                       (Drug) 

 

On 21 Mar 21, it was reported that the Maldives authorities seized 25 kg drug off Haa Alifu Atoll, Maldives. 

Reportedly, a fishing boat spotted the drug packets which were washed ashore and drifted onto the beaches. 

Subsequently, the local authorities were informed and the seizure was handed over for further investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Oman/ 22 Mar 21.                                                                                                 (Cannabis)  

 

On 22 Mar 21, the French Ship NIVOSE seized 549 kg of cannabis from a suspicious dhow off Oman. Reportedly, the 

suspects attempted to dump the contraband into sea upon noticing the approaching authorities. However, the authorities 

managed to seize the contraband during a search conducted onboard.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Oman/ 22 Mar 21.                                                                                                 (Cannabis)  

 

On 22 Mar 21, the French Ship SURCOUF seized 599 kg of cannabis from a suspicious dhow off Oman. Reportedly, the 

suspects jettisoned the contraband into the sea upon noticing the approaching authorities. However, authorities managed 

to recover the contraband from the sea.  
 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Oman/ 22 Mar 21.                                                                                                 (Cannabis)  

 

On 22 Mar 21, the French Ship TONNERRE seized 3,067 kg of cannabis from a suspicious dhow off Oman. Reportedly, 

the authorities intercepted the suspicious dhow and recovered the contraband during the search conducted onboard.  

 

• Drugs Smuggling/ Off North Al Batinah, Oman/ 22 Mar 21.                       (Crystal Meth, Hashish & Morphine) 

 

On 22 Mar 21, it was reported that the Oman authorities apprehended a suspect for attempting to smuggle drugs off 

North Al Batinah, Oman. Reportedly, authorities recovered 40 kg of crystal meth, 24 molds of hashish and 03 kg of 

morphine from the suspect which was believed to be smuggled into the country via sea route. The suspect and the 

seizures were handed over to local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Manila International Container Port, Philippines/ 22 Mar 21.                   (Cigarette) 

 

On 22 Mar 21, it was reported that the Philippines authorities seized worth USD 924,600 million of smuggled cigarettes 

in Manila international container port (MICP), Philippines. Reportedly, the consignment arrived from a foreign country, 

mis-declared as other items. The seizure was handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Nacala Port, Mozambique/ 24 Mar 21.                                                                      (Drug)  

                             

On 24 Mar 21, it was reported that the Mozambique authorities seized 356 kg of drug from a group of boats off Nacala 

Porto, Mozambique. Reportedly, the suspects fled away upon noticing the approaching authorities. The seizure was 

handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Penang, Malaysia/ 25 Mar 21.                                                                         (Cigarette) 

 

On 25 Mar 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities in two separate operations apprehended two suspects for 

attempting to smuggle cigarettes off Penang, Malaysia. Reportedly, the authorities recovered 1,921 cartons of cigarettes 

which were smuggled into the country via sea route. The estimated worth of contraband was reported to be USD 63,600. 

The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Muar, Malaysia/ 25 Mar 21.                                                                                      (Syabu) 

 

On 25 Mar 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities seized 70 kg of syabu from a boat off Muar, Malaysia. 

Reportedly, the contraband was hidden inside Chinese tea bags. The estimated worth of contraband and the seized boat 

was reported to be USD 938,400. The seizure and the seized vessel were handed over to the local authorities for further 

investigation.  
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• Drug Smuggling/ Off Indonesia/ 25 Mar 21.                                            (Crystal Meth, Cannabis & Ecstasy Pill) 

 

On 25 Mar 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended 14 suspects for attempting to smuggle drugs 

off Indonesia in separate operations from Feb to Mar 21. Reportedly, the authorities seized 87 kg of crystal 

methamphetamine, 400 kg of dried marijuana and 35,915 of ecstasy pills which were believed to be smuggled from a 

foreign country via sea route. The suspects and seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further 

investigation.  

 

• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Maligawatte, Sri Lanka/ 26 Mar 21.                                                              (Cigarette)   

 

On 26 Mar 21, it was reported that the Sri Lanka authorities seized USD 88,000 worth of smuggled cigarettes off 

Maligawatte, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the authorities recovered 270,000 sticks of cigarettes which arrived from a foreign 

country via sea route. The seizure was handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Zamboanga, Philippines/ 26 Mar 21.                                                             (Cigarette) 

 

On 26 Mar 21, it was reported that the Philippines authorities apprehended six suspects for attempting to smuggle 

cigarettes onboard two watercrafts off Zamboanga, Philippines. Reportedly, the authorities conducted a search onboard 

the vessels and recovered 108 cases of foreign cigarettes. The estimated worth of contraband was reported to be USD 

82,560. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Natural Resources Smuggling/ Off Kalimantan, Malaysia/ 26 Mar 21.                                          (Rattan Wood) 

 

On 26 Mar 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities seized 100,000 kg of rattan 

wood from a motor vessel BUANA UTAMA off Kalimantan, Malaysia. Reportedly, the 

contraband was imported into the country without legal documents. The seizure was handed 

over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

 

• Wildlife Smuggling/ Off Bacolod Port, Philippines/ 26 Mar 21.                                                          (Sea Horse) 

 

On 26 Mar 21, it was reported that the Philippines authorities seized 15 kg dried seahorse from 

a docked cargo vessel FASTCAT M3 at Bacolod Port, Philippines. Reportedly, the authorities 

recovered the endangered species while carrying out a pre-departure inspection onboard the 

vessel. The estimated worth of the total seizure was reported to be USD 6,100. The seizure 

was handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.   

 

• Fuel Smuggling/ Off Riau Island, Indonesia/ 27 Mar 21.                                                                               (Fuel) 

 

On 27 Mar 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities seized three vessels KM R 1, KM R 2 and TB MR 15/TK 

for smuggling fuel off Riau Islands, Indonesia. Reportedly, the vessels were engaged in illegal transfer of fuel. The 

detained vessels were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Tobacco Smuggling/ Off Sulu, Philippines/ 28 Mar 21.                                                                          (Cigarette) 

  

On 28 Mar 21, it was reported that the Philippines authorities apprehended nine crew members and seized 200 cartons 

of cigarettes from a cargo vessel MV HANA off Sulu, Philippines. Reportedly, upon noticing the approaching 

authorities, the suspects attempted to jettison the contraband into the sea. The estimated worth of the seizure was 

Comments. Rattan (from the Malay rotan) is the name for roughly 600 species of old world climbing palms 

belonging to subfamily Calamoideae. Rattan is also known as manila, or malacca, named after the ports of 

shipment Manila and Malacca City. Rattan is known for its use in wickerwork furniture.  

 

 

 
 

Comments. As per experts, Seahorses are mostly collected from the coastal regions of Philippines and are illegally 

smuggled to other neighbouring countries where dried sea horses are used for perceived medicinal value.  

 

 

 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malay_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Species
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_world
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climbing_palm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calamoideae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manila
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malacca_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wicker
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reported to be USD 206,000. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further 

investigation.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Jeddah, Saudi Arabia/ 29 Mar 21.                                                               (Captagon Pill)   

 

On 29 Mar 21, it was reported that the Saudi Arabia authorities apprehended two suspects and seized 1.3 million 

captagon pills off Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. Reportedly, the contraband was hidden inside a cargo of clothes and smuggled 

from a foreign country. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Belawan, Indonesia/ 30 Mar 21.                                                          (Meth & Ecstasy Pill)   

 

On 30 Mar 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended two suspects and seized 42 kg 

methamphetamine and 85,000 ecstasy pills off Belawan, Indonesia. Reportedly, the suspects attempted to flee upon 

noticing the approaching patrol boats. However, the authorities intercepted the boat and recovered the contraband during 

the search conducted onboard. The suspects and the seizures were handed over to the local authorities for further 

investigation.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Mannar, Sri Lanka/ 30 Mar 21.                                                                           (Cannabis)   

  

On 30 Mar 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan authorities seized 33 kg cannabis from a trawler off Mannar, Sri 

Lanka. Reportedly, the authorities intercepted the suspicious boat and recovered the contraband which was stuffed 

inside 15 packages. The estimated worth of the seizure was reported to be USD 50,250. The seizure was handed over to 

the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Drug Smuggling/ Off Al Batinah, Oman/ 30 Mar 21.                                                  (Crystal Meth & Morphine)   

 

On 30 Mar 21, it was reported that the Oman authorities apprehended five suspects from a fishing 

boat for attempting to smuggle drugs off Al Batinah, Oman. Reportedly, the authorities recovered 

83 kg of crystal meth and 15 kg of morphine onboard the fishing boat. The suspects and the 

seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

 

• Fuel Smuggling/ Off Con Dao, Vietnam/ 30 Mar 21.                                                                                   (Diesel)   

 

On 30 Mar 21, it was reported that the Vietnam authorities apprehended four personnel and seized 90,000 ltr of diesel 

from a fishing boat TG 93798 TS about 40 nm South East off Con Dao, Vietnam. Reportedly, the authorities intercepted 

the suspicious boat and recovered the contraband during the search conducted onboard. The suspects and the seizure 

were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation 

.  

Comments. Morphine is a pain medication of the opiate family that is found naturally in a dark brown, resinous 

form, from the poppy plant (Papaver somniferum). It can be taken orally or injected; it is also often smoked. It acts 

directly on the central nervous system (CNS) to increase feelings of pleasure and warm relaxation and reduce pain, 

and is often abused for this purpose.  

 

 

 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Analgesic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Opiate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Papaver_somniferum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_nervous_system
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   The Evolution of Methamphetamine Markets in Eastern and Southern Africa- GI TOC 

 

 
 

➢ Africa’s synthetic age: African drug markets are vastly under-researched environments. New research by the 

Global Initiative is attempting to address this deficiency. Initial research results indicate that there is a growing 

synthetic drug problem advancing across the retail markets of Eastern and Southern Africa, one that is being 

punctuated by the evolving presence of meth and meth precursors, as well as other synthetic substances. These 

substances are moving alongside other illicit commodities and across both traditional and newly emerging trafficking 

routes. The new research finds that the consumer base for meth in South Africa appears to be significantly greater 

than initially imagined, marking it potentially among the largest meth consumer markets in the world. Furthermore, 

meth appears now to have market footholds in eSwatini, Lesotho, Botswana, Mozambique, Malawi, Zambia, 

Zimbabwe, Uganda and Kenya. 

➢ Crystal meth is available for retail purchase and use in every country of Eastern and Southern Africa and is 

being manufactured in these regions in rapidly increasing volumes for both domestic consumption and for transit into 

international supply chains. Today, meth is an illicit substance used in a growing number of African communities. In 

many places, it has displaced cannabis, the traditional standard-bearer for African drug markets, as well as heroin 

and cocaine. It has become a multifunctional commodity as well. Meth is used as a currency to be exchanged for other 

illicit goods, including poached abalone, as well as being a substance for personal consumption. 

 The full report can be accessed on the following link: https://globalinitiative.net/analysis/meth-africa/ 
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  IUU FISHING 
 

39 IUU fishing incidents were recorded by the Centre for the month of Mar 21. The trend was like Feb 21 (5% 

increase from 37 incidents). An increase of about 30% was observed with respect to Mar 20 (29 incidents in total). 

The Centre observed about 75% increase in the number of poaching incidents (14) as compared to Feb 21 (8) and 

Mar 20 (9). This may in part be attributed to the enhanced enforcement operations by coastal states and plausibly 

better data capture by the centre. 

 

Local IUU Fishing – Majority of the incidents were reported in Malaysia (05) followed by four each in Indonesia, 

and Sri Lanka, three each in Philippines and Oman, two in India and one each in Bahrain, Djibouti, Maldives and 

Makassar Strait. The arrests and subsequent legal actions by the local agencies were aimed to curb illegal fishing 

using banned nets, trawling, blast fishing and fishing outside the designated areas without license. Some fishermen 

were apprehended for fishing of banned species and fishing during the period of seasonal ban.   

Poaching – Arrest of foreign fishermen undertaking poaching in waters of another country were reported in 

Bangladesh, Pakistan, Somalia, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Oman and Sri Lanka. The presence of foreign 

fishermen, poaching in Somalian waters is a worrying trend. It is widely reported that large scale poaching, 

especially by mechanised industrial-scale fishing vessels, was one of the drivers behind the spurt in Somalia based 

piracy and armed robbery in the past.   
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• IUU Fishing/ Off Dhofar,Oman/ 02 Mar 21.                                                                                                 (Local)  

 

On 02 Mar 21, it was reported that the Oman authorities apprehended fishermen (number not mentioned) for engaging 

in illegal fishing off Dhofar, Oman. Reportedly, the suspects were fishing in the area without a valid license. The 

suspects were taken into custody for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Djibouti/ 02 Mar 21.                                                                                                           (Local)  

 

On 02 Mar 21, it was reported that the Djiboutian Coast Guard apprehended two foreign fishing boats with 13 fishermen 

onboard in Gulf of Tadjourah off Ghoubet, Dijibouti. Reportedely, the fishermen were engaged in illegal fishing in 

country’s waters. The authorities also seized more than 600 kg of fish from the boats. The suspects and the seizure were 

handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Kuala Baram, Malaysia/ 02 Mar 21.       (Local)  

 

On 02 Mar 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended five personnel 

onboard a local fishing vessel for engaging in illegal fishing off Kuala Baram, Malaysia. 

Reportedly, the fishermen were using banned fishing nets in the area without a valid license. 

The suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.   

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Batam, Indonesia/ 04 Mar 21.                                                                                     (Poaching) 

 

On 04 Mar 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended ten foreign fishing vessels for illegal fishing 

off Batam, Indonesia. Reportedly, the vessels were fishing illegally within the country’s waters without a valid permit. It 

was reported that the apprehended boats have been destroyed by the local authorities to deter illegal fishing activities.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Tamil Nadu, India/ 04 Mar 21.                                                                                          (Local)  

 

On 04 Mar 21, it was reported that the Tamil Nadu authorities seized 952 kg sea 

cucumber off Tamil Nadu, India. Reportedly, the seizure comprised 258 kg of processed 

& dry sea cucumbers and 694 kg of semi-processed sea cucumbers prepared to be 

smuggled to a foreign country via sea route. The estimated value of the seizure was 

reported to be worth USD 27,400 and handed over to the local authorities for further 

investigation.  
 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Karin, Somalia/ 06 Mar 21.                                                                                         (Poaching)   

                                            

On 06 Mar 21, it was reported that the Somalia Coast Guard intercepted 20 foreign fishing vessels for engaging in 

illegal fishing off Karin, Somalia. Reportedly, the fishermen were fishing inside the country’s waters without a valid 

permit. The vessels were ordered to return to their country within 24 hr.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Mentagor Island, Malaysia/ 06 Mar 21.                                                              (Local) 

     

On 06 Mar 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended a local fishing vessel with three foreign 

fishermen about 1.4 nm West of Mentagor Island, Malaysia. Reportedly, the vessel was fishing illegally in a prohibited 

area without a valid permit. The fishermen and the vessel were handed over to the local authorities for further 

investigation.  

 

SUMMARY OF IUU FISHING INCIDENTS 
 

Comments. The presence of foreign fishermen, poaching in Somalian waters is a worrying trend. It is widely agreed 

that large scale poaching, especially by mechanised industrial-scale fishing vessels, was one of the drivers behind the 

spurt in Somalia based piracy and armed robbery. 
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• IUU Fishing/ Off Talaimannar, Sri Lanka/ 09 Mar 21.                                                                               (Local)  

 

On 09 Mar 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan authorities apprehended four suspects and seized 1189 kg dried sea 

cucumber off Talaimannar, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the seizure was stuffed inside 24 sacks onboard two dinghies with an 

estimated value of about USD 132,400. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further 

investigation.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Dhofar, Oman/ 10 Mar 21.                                                                                 (Local) 

     
On 10 Mar 21, it was reported that the Oman authorities apprehended a fishing boat for illegal fishing off Dhofar, 

Oman. Reportedly, the vessel was fishing illegally using a banned fishing net. The authorities seized diving equipment 

and an unknown quantity of catch fish from the boat. The seizures were taken into custody for further investigation.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Tamil Nadu, India/ 10 Mar 21.                                                                                   (Poaching) 

 

On 10 Mar 21, it was reported that the Indian authorities apprehended two suspects onboard a foreign flagged fishing 

vessel for engaging in illegal fishing off Tamil Nadu, India. Reportedly, the vessel encountered heavy weather and 

drifted into the country’s territorial waters. However, the suspects and the vessel were handed over to local authorities 

for further investigation.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Lakshadweep, India/ 11 Mar 21.                                     (Local)                                                                           

     

On 11 Mar 21, it was reported that the Indian authorities apprehended seven 

fishermen onboard two local fishing vessels for illegally harvesting sea cucumbers 

off Lakshadweep, India. The estimated value of the seizure was reported to be worth 

USD 748,900. The suspects and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities 

for further investigation. 

 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Kendi Island, Malaysia/ 11 Mar 21.                                                                                  (Local)   

   

On 11 Mar 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended a local fishing vessel with four foreign 

fishermen about 28 nm West of Kendi Island, Penang, Malaysia. Reportedly, the vessel was fishing illegally in a 

prohibited area without a valid permit. The fishermen and the vessel were handed over to the local authorities for further 

investigation.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Sikka Regency, Indonesia/ 11 Mar 21.                                                                             (Local)   

 

On 11 Mar 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended a local fishing vessel with four local 

fishermen off Sikka Regency, Indonesia. Reportedly, the fishermen were fishing illegally by using fishing bombs. The 

officials also seized a motor boat, one canoe, two oars, one roll of compressor hose, matches, cigarettes, sacks, jars and 

424 various types of fishes. The fishermen and the seizure were handed over to the local authorities for further 

investigation.  

 

 

 

 

 

Comments. Sea Cucumber is a protected species in India. The area around Lakshwadweep islands, India is 

particularly rich in the species and multiple seizures and apprehensions of poachers are regularly reported. To 

conserve the endangered sea cucumbers, the Lakshadweep administration has created the world’s first 

conservation area for sea cucumbers in May 20. Extending over a 239 square km radius of Cheriyapani 

reef, an uninhabited, independent and solitary atoll, it is called Dr. KK Mohammed Koya Sea Cucumber 

Conservation Reserve. 
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• IUU Fishing/ Off Bohol, Philippines/ 11 Mar 21.                                                                                          (Local)   

 

On 11 Mar 21, it was reported that the Philippines authorities apprehended two local fishermen for engaging in illegal 

fishing off Bohol, Philippines. Reportedly, the suspects were using fine meshed nets in the prohibited area. The vessels 

were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Tanjung Lobang, Malaysia/ 13 Mar 21.                                                                           (Local) 

 

On 13 Mar 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended a local fishing vessel with one local and three 

foreign fishermen about 12 nm North West of Tanjung Lobang, Malaysia. Reportedly, the vessel was fishing illegally in 

the prohibited area without a valid permit. The fishermen and the vessel were handed over to the local authorities for 

further investigation.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Pakistan/ 16 Mar 21.                                                                                                    (Poaching) 

     

On 16 Mar 21, it was reported that the Pakistan authorities apprehended 11 foreign fishermen onboard two fishing 

vessels off Pakistan. Reportedly, the vessels drifted in the country's territorial waters. The fishermen and the seized boats 

were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Manila, Philippines/ 17 Mar 21.                                                                                        (Local) 

 

On 17 Mar 21, it was reported that the Philippines authorities apprehended three local fishing vessels for illegal fishing 

off Manila, Philippines. Reportedly, the fishermen were fishing using trawl fishing gear prohibited in the area. The 

authorities also seized 150 kg of hairtail, 35 kg of slipmouth and 35 kg of lizardfish onboard. The seizures were handed 

over to local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Dhofar, Oman/ 18 Mar 21.                                                                                                 (Local)   

 

On 18 Mar 21, it was reported that the Oman authorities apprehended a group of fishermen for 

engaging in illegal fishing off Dhofar, Oman. Reportedly, the fishermen were fishing illegally 

using unlicensed fishing boats, fishing net and sea guns. The suspects and the seizures were 

handed over to local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Natuna Sea, Indonesia/ 18 Mar 21.                (Poaching)                                                                            

 

On 18 Mar 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended 44 foreign fishermen and seized two foreign 

fishing vessels off Natuna Sea, Indonesia. Reportedly, the fishing vessels were drifting in country’s EEZ without a valid 

permit. The suspects and the seized vessels were handed over to local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Bahrain/ 18 Mar 21.         (Local)                                                                                                            

 

On 18 Mar 21, it was reported that the Bahrain authorities seized 135 kg shrimps from a boat 

off Bahrain. Reportedly, the vessel was engaged in illegal fishing of shrimps during the 

banned period. The seizure and the suspect along with the boat were handed over to local 

authorities for further investigation.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Makassar Strait/ 18 Mar 21.                                                                                              (Local) 

 

On 18 Mar 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended four fishing vessels off Makassar Strait. 

Reportedly, the vessels were fishing illegally in the prohibited area. The seized vessels were handed over to the local 

authorities for further investigation.  
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• IUU Fishing/ Off North Natuna, Indonesia/ 19 Mar 21.                                                                               (Local) 

 

On 19 Mar 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended eight local fishing vessels for engaging in 

illegal fishing off North Natuna, Indonesia. Reportedly, the suspects were using illegal fishing gear banned in the area. 

The vessels were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Kelantan, Malaysia/ 19 Mar 21.                                                                              (Poaching)  

 

On 19 Mar 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended a foreign fishing vessel for illegal fishing off 

Kelantan, Malaysia. Reportedly, the vessel was harvesting sea cucumbers illegally in the country's waters without a valid 

permit. The detained vessel was handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Mandhoo, Maldives/ 22 Mar 21.                                                                                    (Local)   

 

On 22 Mar 21, it was reported that the Maldives authorities apprehended four personnel for illegal fishing off Mandhoo, 

Maldives. Reportedly, the personnel were engaged in the fishing of a banned species (Shark) in the area. The authorities 

also seized shark fins, sharks and salted shark meat from them. The suspects and the seizures were handed over to the 

local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Pulau Kendi, Malaysia/ 22 Mar 21.                                                                             (Poaching) 

 

On 22 Mar 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended five foreign fishermen and seized a foreign 

fishing vessel about 32 nm West off Pulau Kendi, Malaysia. Reportedly, the vessel was fishing illegally in the country's 

EEZ without a valid permit. The suspects and the seized vessel were handed over to the local authorities for further 

investigation.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Makassar Strait/ 23 Mar 21.                                                                                              (Local) 

 

On 23 Mar 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended seven fishing vessels off Makassar Strait. 

Reportedly, the fishing vessels were engaged in fishing in prohibited area and disabled the Vessel Monitoring System 

(VMS) transmitter to avoid detection. The seized vessels were handed over to the local authorities for further 

investigation.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Maura Tok Bali, Malaysia/ 23 Mar 21.                                                                      (Poaching)  

 

On 23 Mar 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended 19 foreign fishermen and two foreign fishing 

vessels off Maura Tok Bali, Malaysia. Reportedly, the fishermen were fishing illegally in country’s EEZ without a valid 

permit. The authorities also seized fishing gear, 1200 kg of fish catch and 21,000 ltr of diesel.  The estimated worth of the 

seizure was reported to be USD 602,900. The suspects and the seizures were handed over to local authorities for further 

investigation.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Tawi-Tawi, Philippines/ 23 Mar 21.                                                                            (Poaching)  

 

On 23 Mar 21, it was reported that the Philippines authorities seized a foreign fishing vessel and apprehended seven 

foreign fishermen off Tawi-Tawi, Philippines. Reportedly, the vessel was fishing illegally in the country's EEZ without a 

valid permit. The suspects and the seized vessel were handed over to the local authorities  

for further investigation.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Sri Lanka/ 24 Mar 21.                                                                                          (Poaching)  

 

On 24 Mar 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy in three separate operations apprehended 54 foreign fishermen 

and seized five foreign fishing vessels off Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the fishermen were adrift in the country’s water without 

a valid permit. The authorities also seized 1030 kg of fish catch and fishing gear from the fishermen. The suspects and 

the seizures were handed over to local authorities for further investigation.  
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• IUU Fishing/ Off Rupat Island, Indonesia/ 24 Mar 21.                                                                           (Poaching)   

 

On 24 Mar 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended ten fishermen and seized two foreign fishing 

vessels off Rupat Island, Indonesia. Reportedly, the fishing vessels were fishing in country’s EEZ without a valid permit. 

The authorities also seized 500 kg of fish catch from the vessels. The suspects and the seized vessels were handed over to 

local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Bala-Balakan Island, Indonesia/ 24 Mar 21.                                                                    (Local)   

 

On 24 Mar 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities apprehended 11 local fishermen and seized three motor 

boats off Bala-Balakan Islands, Indonesia. Reportedly, the vessels were fishing illegally by using fishing explosive. The 

authorities also seized 100 kg of fish caught, six fishing nets, 201 bottles containing ammonium nitrate explosives, 299 

plastic ammonium nitrate packs and 1 pack containing Trinitrotoluene (TNT) explosives. The suspects and the seized 

vessels along with the seizure were handed over to local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Al Wusta, Oman/ 26 Mar 21.                                                                                      (Poaching)   

                                            

On 26 Mar 21, it was reported that the Oman authorities apprehended 34 foreign fishermen for illegal fishing off Al 

Wusta, Oman. Reportedly, the fishermen were engaged in fishing activities in the country’s EEZ without a valid permit. 

The suspects were handed over to local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Pulau Pangkor, Malaysia/ 26 Mar 21.                        (Local)                                                                           

     

On 26 Mar 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities apprehended 13 local fishermen and detained a class A local 

fishing vessel off Pulau Pangkor, Malaysia. Reportedly, the fishermen were fishing illegally by using illegal fishing gear. 

The fishermen and the seized vessel were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Gato Island, Philippines/ 30 Mar 21.                                                   (Local) 

 

On 30 Mar 21, it was reported that authorities apprehended three fishermen for illegal fishing off Gato Island, 

Philippines. Reportedly, the fishermen were engaged in illegal fishing in prohibited area. The suspects were handed over 

to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Iranativu, Sri Lanka/ 30 Mar 21.                                                                                      (Local) 

 

On 30 Mar 21, it was reported that Sri Lankan authorities apprehended 53 fishermen and seized 6,878 illegally harvested 

sea cucumbers off Iranativu, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the fishermen were engaged in illegal harvesting of sea cucumbers 

using banned techniques. The authorities also seized 11 dinghies and diving gear. The suspects and the seizures were 

handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Kalpitiya, Sri Lanka/ 30 Mar 21.                                                                                     (Local)  

 

On 30 Mar 21, it was reported that Sri Lankan authorities apprehended 22 fishermen and 

seized 3,341 sea cucumbers off Kalpitiya, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the fishermen were 

engaged in illegal harvesting of sea cucumbers using banned techniques. The authorities 

 

 

 Malaysia’s fishing waters are divided into following zones 

 

➢ Zone A: 0-5 miles from shore, this area is reserved for traditional fisheries. 

➢ Zone B: 5-12 miles from shore, this area is reserved for commercial fisheries that use vessels with capacities 

below 40 Gross Registered Tonnage (GRT). 

➢ Zone C: 12-30 miles from shore, this area is reserved for commercial fisheries that use vessels with capacities 

above 40 GRT. 

➢ Zone C2: 30 miles from the shore and beyond, this area is reserved for commercial fisheries that use vessels with 

capacities of 70 GRT and above. 

➢ Zone C3: high seas, and vessels with capacity 70 GRT and above. 
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also seized seven dinghies and fishing accessories. The suspects and the seizures were handed over to the local 

authorities for further investigation. 

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Sri Lanka/ 30 Mar 21.                                                                                                   (Local)  

 

On 30 Mar 21, it was reported that Sri Lankan authorities apprehended 128 fishermen and seized 41 fishing vessels in 

separate operations conducted from 16 Feb to 30 Mar 21 off Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the fishermen were engaged in 

illegal fishing using banned fishing gears in prohibited areas. The suspects and the seized vessels were handed over to the 

local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Kuala Terengganu, Malaysia/ 30 Mar 21.                                                                (Poaching)  

 

On 30 Mar 21, it was reported that Malaysian authorities seized a foreign fishing boat with 20 fishermen onboard for 

illegal fishing about 120 nm off Kuala Terengganu, Malaysia. Reportedly, the fishermen were fishing illegally in the 

country waters without a valid permit. The authorities also seized fish catch, diesel and fishing equipment. The estimated 

value of the seizure was reported to be about USD 362,900. The suspects and the seizures were handed over to the local 

authorities for further investigation.  

 

• IUU Fishing/ Off Hobyo, Somalia/ 30 Mar 21.                                                                                       (Poaching)  

 

On 30 Mar 21, it was reported that Somalian authorities apprehended 30 foreign fishermen for illegal fishing off Hobyo, 

Somalia. Reportedly, the fishermen were engaged in fishing activities in the country waters without a valid permit. The 

suspects were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation. 

 

             Tuna Protection in the Indian Ocean 

 

 
                      

➢ Representatives of 30 nations held a meeting on 09 Mar 21 to seek ways to save fast-depleting tuna 

stocks in the Indian Ocean as its demand has increased.  

➢ The Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) debated yellow-fin tuna quotas. Participants included 

coastal countries from Australia to Kenya and the European Union. 

➢ Environmentalists say the warm water species is at risk of depletion as over-fishing compounds other 

threats from climate change and pollution. There is corporate concern too: British supermarkets Tesco and Co-

op and Belgian retailer Colruyt pledged last year to stop buying Indian Ocean yellowfin unless the UN-

mandated commission adopts a plan to rebuild stocks. The International Union for Conservation of Nature has 

for nearly a decade had the species on its "Red List". 

➢ Yet the total global catch has risen by about a third, to nearly 450,000 metric tons annually, according 

to the London-based Blue Marine Foundation advocacy group. The full report can be accessed on the following 

link:  

https://www.hindustantimes.com/environment/talks-start-between-30-nations-to-protect-indian-ocean-s-

depleting-tuna-101615267486925.html 
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IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION 

 

56 IHM incidents were recorded by the Centre in Mar 21. This trend is line with the 54 incidents recorded in Feb 21. 

The increase in incidents from the 20 incidents recorded in Mar 20 may be attributable to greater reporting and data 

capture, favourable weather conditions in Mediterranean, coupled with the impact of COVID – 19. Almost 70% 

(38) of the incidents were reported in the Mediterranean region, followed by 12 off Mayotte, two off Malaysia and 

three each in Philippines, Sri Lanka and Indonesia.    

 

Crossings off Mayotte – The Centre monitored a 20% increase in the reported incidents of migrant crossings off 

Mayotte in Mar 21 as compared to Feb 21. This increase may be within the seasonal variations, as the absolute 

increase has been only two incidents.  Increased economic hardships possibly exacerbated by COVID-19 are likely 

to one of the drivers behind individuals attempting such illegal crossings.    

 

Mediterranean – Incidents reported in Mediterranean were monitored off Cyprus, Greece, Libya, Morocco, Tunisia 

and Turkey. The Centre monitored 38 migrant crossings (both attempted & successful) in the region, which is the 

highest monthly tally in 2021, up from 36 in Feb 21. Favourable weather conditions for small boat operations and 

proactive reporting by authorities are likely to be some of the drivers behind this increase. Turkey has been a key 

transit point for asylum seekers aiming to cross into Europe. 
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• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Aegean Coast, Turkey/ 01 Mar 21.   

 

On 01 Mar 21, it was reported that Turkish Coast Guard in two separate incidents rescued 65 irregular migrants off the 

coast of Aegean Sea, Turkey. In the first incident, the authorities rescued 33 migrants off the coast of Ayvacik. In the 

second incident, the authorities rescued 32 migrants off the coast of Mugla. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the 

vessels stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial migration  

office for onward legal proceedings.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 01 Mar 21.   

 

On 01 Mar 21, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 13 irregular migrants and one suspected 

smuggler onboard two kwassa-kwassa type boats (a type of small boat) off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to 

the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 02 Mar 21.   

 
On 02 Mar 21, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 30 irregular migrants and one suspected 

smuggler onboard one kwassa-kwassa type boats off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities for 

further investigation.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 03 Mar 21.   

 

On 03 Mar 21, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 16 irregular migrants and one suspected 

smuggler onboard one kwassa-kwassa type boats off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities for 

further investigation.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 02 Mar 21.   

 

On 02 Mar 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 23 irregular migrants from a rubber boat off the 

coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the migrants raised a distress alert after the boat encountered mechanical failure and 

stranded at sea. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial migration office for onward 

legal proceedings. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Balikesir, Turkey/ 02 Mar 21.   

 

On 02 Mar 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 33 irregular 

migrants from a stranded vessel off the coast of Balikesir, Turkey. Reportedly, the 

authorities sighted the stranded boat in the local waters. The rescued migrants were 

shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial migration office for onward legal 

proceedings.  
 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Red Sea/ 03 Mar 21.   

 

On 03 Mar 21, it was reported that 80 migrants were forced overboard from a boat while transiting through red sea. 

Reportedly, the smugglers were trafficking about 200 migrants from Djibouti to Yemen. However, 80 migrants were 

forced overboard in between the voyage. It was reported that survivors were provided with medical assistance at IOM 

centre and mortal remains of five personnel were recovered. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Balikesir, Turkey/ 04 Mar 21.   

 

On 04 Mar 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 36 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Balikesir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the inflatable boat stranded in the local waters. The 

rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

SUMMARY OF IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION INCIDENTS 
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• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Turkey/ 05 Mar 21.   

 

On 05 Mar 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard in two separate incidents 

rescued 105 irregular migrants off the coast of Turkey. In the first incident, the 

authorities rescued 69 migrants from a rubber boat off the coast of Canakkale province, 

Turkey. In another incident, the authorities rescued 36 migrants from a rubber boat after 

it encountered a mechanical failure off the coast of Balikesir province, Turkey. The 

rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for 

onward legal proceedings.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 05 Mar 21.   

 

On 05 Mar 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 12 irregular migrants from a lifeboat off the coast 

of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the lifeboat stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants were 

shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Canakkale, Turkey/ 05 Mar 21.   

 

On 05 Mar 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 31 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Canakkale, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the inflatable boat stranded in the local waters. The 

rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Canakkale, Turkey/ 05 Mar 21.   

 

On 05 Mar 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 38 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Canakkale, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the inflatable boat stranded in the local waters. The 

rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mugla, Turkey/ 06 Mar 21.   

 

On 06 Mar 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 15 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Mugla, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted an inflatable boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued 

migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Canakkale, Turkey/ 06 Mar 21. 

 

On 06 Mar 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 28 irregular migrants from a lifeboat off the coast 

of Canakkale, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the lifeboat stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants 

were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration / Off Mugla, Turkey/ 06 Mar 21.                                                             

 

On 06 Mar 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 15 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Mugla, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the inflatable boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued 

migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.  

  

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 07 Mar 21.   

 

On 07 Mar 21, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 21 irregular migrants and two suspected 

smugglers onboard two kwassa-kwassa type boats off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities 

for further investigation.  
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• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mugla, Turkey/ 07 Mar 21.   

 

On 07 Mar 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 13 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Mugla, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the inflatable boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued 

migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Aegean Coast, Turkey/ 08 Mar 21.   

 

On 08 Mar 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard in separate incidents rescued 68 irregular migrants off the 

Aegean coast, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the boats stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants 

were shifted ashore and transferred to provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Sfax, Tunisia/ 09 Mar 21.   

 

On 09 Mar 21, it was reported that the Tunisia Coast Guard rescued 165 irregular migrants from two boats which 

capsized off the coast of Sfax, Tunisia. The migrants reportedly attempted to cross the Mediterranean to reach European 

shores. However, 39 migrants reportedly lost their lives in the incident.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 09 Mar 21.   

 
On 09 Mar 21, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 49 irregular migrants and three suspected 

smugglers onboard three kwassa-kwassa type boats off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities 

for further investigation.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mugla, Turkey/ 09 Mar 21.   

 

On 09 Mar 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 34 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Mugla, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the inflatable boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued 

migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mugla, Turkey/ 09 Mar 21.   

 

On 09 Mar 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 08 irregular migrants from a lifeboat off the coast 

of Mugla, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the lifeboat stranded in the local waters. The rescued migrants 

were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mersin, Turkey/ 10 Mar 21.   

 

On 10 Mar 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 19 irregular migrants from a boat off the coast of 

Mersin, Turkey. Reportedly, the Coast Guard sighted the drowning migrants after their boat sank in the local waters. 

The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial migration office for onward legal 

proceedings.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Kalpitiya, Sri Lanka/ 11 Mar 21.   

 

On 11 Mar 21, it was reported that the Sri Lankan Navy apprehended 24 locals for attempting to migrate off Kalpitiya, 

Sri Lanka. The migrants comprised (20 men, 01 female and three children).  Reportedly, the migrants were prepared to 

depart to a foreign country via sea route. The locals were handed over to local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Aegean Sea, Turkey/ 11 Mar 21.   

 

On 11 Mar 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 62 irregular migrants from two separate incidents 

off the coast of Aegean Sea, Turkey. In the first incident, the authorities rescued 35 migrants from a rubber boat off the 

coast of Balikesir, Turkey. In another incident, the authorities rescued 27 migrants off the coast of Ayvalik, Turkey. The 

rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.  

 



 34     

  

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Pulai Jemur, Indonesia/ 13 Mar 21.   

  

On 13 Mar 21, it was reported that the Indonesian Navy apprehended 115 irregular workers from a motor ship (KM) 

SINAR UTAMA off Pulai Jemur, Indonesia. Reportedly, the illegal workers were returning from a foreign country to 

Indonesia. The apprehended workers were handed over to local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 14 Mar 21.   

 

On 14 Mar 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 158 irregular migrants from 08 lifeboats off the 

coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the lifeboats stranded in the local waters. The rescued 

migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Ayvalik, Turkey/ 16 Mar 21.   

 

On 16 Mar 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 44 irregular migrants from a rubber boat off the 

coast of Ayvalik, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the rubber boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued 

migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Tanjung Karang, Malaysia/ 18 Mar 21.   

 

On 18 Mar 21, it was reported that Malaysian authorities apprehended 52 illegal migrants about 10 nm off Tanjung 

Karang, Malaysia. Reportedly, the migrants trafficker jumped off the boat upon noticing the approaching authorities. 

However, the authorities apprehend 52 migrants comprising 24 men, 27 women and one child. The apprehended 

migrants were handed over to local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Balikesir,Turkey/ 19 Mar 21.   

 

On 19 Mar 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 36 irregular migrants off the coast of Balikesir, 

Turkey. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial migration office for onward legal 

proceedings.   

 

 

 

 

Refugee Response Programme by IOM at Turkey 

 

 
 

➢ Since the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic in Turkey in March 2020, IOM has been responding to the 

emerging needs of migrants, refugees and host communities. IOM is working across sectors to help affected 

communities address their basic needs through cash and in-kind support and provide means for durable recovery in 

the post-crisis environment. As a response to the COVID-19 pandemic, IOM Turkey supports 38 vulnerable 

households (255 individual) referred by the local authorities (Metropolitan Municipality, PDMM, SASF, Governor)  

➢ IOM Turkey is still working with authorities to assess what might be needed in the longer term, utilizing the 

skills of the whole of the Refugee Response team to respond to the emergency. The IOM-supported Şanlıurfa 

Metropolitan Municipality Migrant Information and Coordination Centre is also available to provide information 

and support to the specific needs of the families as the situation progresses, including psychosocial support referrals, 

health referrals and legal guidance. The article can be accessed on the following link: 
https://turkey.iom.int/sites/default/files/sitreps/RR_Sanliurfa_FlashReport_R3%281%29.pdf 
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• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Balikesir,Turkey/ 20 Mar 21.   

 

On 20 Mar 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 48 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Balikesir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the inflatable boat stranded in the local waters. The 

rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 20 Mar 21.   

 

On 20 Mar 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 22 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the inflatable boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued 

migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 20 Mar 21.   

 

On 20 Mar 21, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 21 irregular migrants and one suspected 

smuggler onboard one kwassa-kwassa type boats off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities for 

further investigation. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 21 Mar 21.   

 

On 21 Mar 21, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended nine irregular migrants and one person with 

medical emergency onboard one kwassa-kwassa type boats off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to the local 

authorities for further investigation and one person with medical emergency was provided with medical assistance. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 21 Mar 21.   

 

On 21 Mar 21, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 32 irregular migrants and two suspected 

smugglers onboard one kwassa-kwassa type boats off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities 

for further investigation. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Canakkale, Turkey/ 22 Mar 21.   

 

On 22 Mar 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued seven irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off 

the coast of Canakkale, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the inflatable boat stranded in the local waters. The 

rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Passi Keli Point, Mayotte/ 23 Mar 21.   

 

On 23 Mar 21, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 30 irregular migrants including three children 

requiring medical assistance onboard one kwassa-kwassa type boats off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to the 

local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Basilan, Philippines/ 24 Mar 21.   

 

On 24 Mar 21, it was reported that the Philippines authorities apprehended one perpetrator and rescued 13 female 

irregular migrants off Basilan, Philippines. Reportedly, the perpetrator was transferring the migrants to a foreign country 

via sea route. The suspect and the migrants were handed over to local authorities for further investigation. 

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 24 Mar 21.   

 

On 24 Mar 21, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 19 irregular migrants and two suspected 

smugglers onboard two kwassa-kwassa type boats off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities 

for further investigation. 
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• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Balikesir, Turkey/ 25 Mar 21.   

 

On 25 Mar 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 29 irregular migrants off the coast of Balikesir, 

Turkey. Reportedly, the migrants raised a distress alert after being stranded in the local waters. The authorities 

responded to the distress call and safely rescued the migrants.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Mediterranean Sea/ 27 Mar 21.  

 

On 27 Mar 21, it was reported that the rescue vessel of NGO, OPEN ARMS, rescued 38 irregular migrants including 07 

women and 15 children in the Mediterranean Sea. Reportedly, the rescue vessel sighted the migrants onboard a boat and 

subsequently rescued them. However, two personnel reportedly lost their lives in the incident. 

 

•  Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 27 Mar 21.   

  

On 27 Mar 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 43 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the inflatable boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued 

migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 27 Mar 21.   

  

On 27 Mar 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 33 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the inflatable boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued 

migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

  

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Libya/ 28 Mar 21.   

  

On 28 Mar 21, it was reported that the Libyan Coast Guard in two separate incidents rescued 483 irregular migrants off 

the coast of Libya. The migrants reportedly attempted to cross the Mediterranean to reach the European shores. The 

rescued migrants were transferred to the Libyan shores and provided with medical assistance.  
 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mugla, Turkey/ 28 Mar 21.   

 

On 28 Mar 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 26 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Mugla, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the inflatable boat stranded in the local waters. The rescued 

migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mersin, Turkey/ 28 Mar 21.   

 

On 28 Mar 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard apprehended 12 irregular migrants and a migrant trafficker 

from an inflatable boat off the coast of Mersin, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the inflatable boat in the local 

waters. The apprehended personnel were transferred to the provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Canakkale, Turkey/ 28 Mar 21.   

 

On 28 Mar 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 34 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Canakkale, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the inflatable boat stranded in the local waters. The 

rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Balikesir, Turkey/ 28 Mar 21.   

 

On 28 Mar 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 36 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Balikesir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the inflatable boat stranded in the local waters. The 

rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   
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• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Canakkale, Turkey/ 28 Mar 21.   

 

On 28 Mar 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 48 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Canakkale, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the inflatable boat stranded in the local waters. The 

rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.   

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mugla, Turkey/ 28 Mar 21.   

 

On 28 Mar 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued nine irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off 

the coast of Mugla, Turkey. Reportedly, the migrants raised a distress alert after the boat encountered mechanical failure 

and stranded at sea. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial migration office for 

onward legal proceedings.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 28 Mar 21.   

 

On 28 Mar 21, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 43 irregular migrants and five suspected 

smugglers onboard five kwassa-kwassa type boat off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities for 

further investigation.  
 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Aydin, Turkey/ 28 Mar 21.   

 

On 28 Mar 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 12 irregular migrants from an inflatable boat off the 

coast of Aydin, Turkey. Reportedly, the migrants raised a distress alert after the boat encountered mechanical failure and 

stranded at sea. The rescued migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial migration office for onward 

legal proceedings.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 29 Mar 21.   

 

On 29 Mar 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard in three separate incidents rescued 71 irregular migrants off 

the coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the migrants stranded in the local waters. The rescued 

migrants were shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Sungai Boh, Malaysia/ 29 Mar 21.   

 

On 29 Mar 21, it was reported that Malaysian authorities apprehended nine irregular migrants off Sungai Boh, Malaysia. 

Reportedly, two migrants escaped upon noticing the approaching patrol boats. However, the authorities managed to 

apprehend the nine migrants and handed them over to local authorities for further investigation.  
  

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Izmir, Turkey/ 30 Mar 21.   

 

On 30 Mar 21, it was reported that the Turkish Coast Guard rescued 37 irregular migrants from two lifeboats off the 

coast of Izmir, Turkey. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the lifeboats in the local waters. The rescued migrants were 

shifted ashore and transferred to the provincial migration office for onward legal proceedings.  

 

• Irregular Human Migration/ Off Mayotte/ 31 Mar 21.   

 

On 31 Mar 21, it was reported that the Mayotte authorities apprehended 46 irregular migrants and six suspected 

smugglers onboard five kwassa-kwassa type boat off Mayotte. The suspects were handed over to the local authorities for 

further investigation. 
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                          World Migration Report – 2020 

 

 
 

➢ IOM is committed to the principle that humane and orderly migration benefits migrants and society. As an 

intergovernmental organisation, IOM acts with its partners in the international community to assist in meeting the 

operational challenges of migration, advance understanding of migration issues; encourage social and economic 

development through migration and uphold the human dignity and well-being of migrants. 

➢ The World Migration Report 2020 project commenced in May 18 and culminated in the launch of the report 

in Nov 19 by the Director General at the 110th session of IOM Council. The WMR 2020 consist up of two parts. Part 

1 is Data and information on migration and migrants and Part 2 is Complex and Emerging Migration Issues. 

➢ The long-term and growing body of evidence on migration and mobility shows that migration is in large part 

related to the broader global economic, social, political and technological transformations that are affecting a wide 

range of high-priority policy issues. As the processes of globalisation deepen, these transformations increasingly 

shape our lives – in our workplaces, in our homes, in our social and spiritual lives – as we go about our daily 

routines. Increasing numbers of people are able to access information, goods and services from around the world 

because of the ongoing expansion in distance-shrinking technologies. 

➢ A lot has happened in migration in the last two years since the release of the World Migration Report 2018 

in late 2017. The world has witnessed historic change at the global level with United Nations Member States coming 

together to finalize two global compacts on the international manifestations of migration and displacement: the 

Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration, and the Global Compact on Refugees. The full report can 

be accessed on the following link: https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/wmr_2020.pdf 
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86 maritime incidents were recorded by the Centre for the month of Mar 21, which is a 31% increase from 67 

incidents reported in Feb 21. Majority of the incidents were related to Search and Rescue, followed by vessels sunk 

at sea and incidents of vessels being detained by authorities. The month witnessed 24 SAR, which is a sharp rise 

from just 17 such incidents in Feb 21. Many of these incidents involved small boats/vessels, often operating at close 

ranges from the coast. 

 

Aground – The Centre monitored reporting of five incidents of vessels running aground. Four of these were reported 

at various locations in the waters of SE Asia. The incidents observed in Mar 21 may possibly be attributed to 

localised weather phenomenon. The Suez Canal was temporarily blocked due to the grounding of EVER GIVEN. 

Iranian flagged container vessel SHAHRAZ that ran aground in the Singapore Strait, off the Indonesian island 

of Batam on 10 May 20, was reported to have been refloated on 07 Mar 21. 

  

Capsize and Sinking of Vessels – Seven incidents of capsizing and six incidents of vessels sinking at sea were 

recorded by the Centre which is similar in number in Feb 21. This may be possibly due to the relatively benign 

weather during the period. 

 

SAR Operations – 24 SAR and five Medevac operations undertaken by various maritime agencies were monitored 

during the month of Mar 21. This is a 40% increase from 17 combined incidents reported in Feb 21.   

 

 

 

 

  

 

MARITIME INCIDENTS 
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• Fire/ Off Ra Wi Island, Thailand/ 01 Mar 21.    

 

On 01 Mar 21, it was reported that a fishing vessel PHAMON SIN NAVA 10 caught fire off Ra Wi Island, Trang 

province, Thailand. Reportedly, another fishing vessel MANACHAI 2 in the vicinity sighted the burning fishing vessel 

and safely rescued eight crew members (three local and five foreign nationals) onboard. However, the cause of the 

incident was not reported.  
 

• Man Overboard/ Off Samui Island, Thailand/ 01 Mar 21.    

 

On 01 Mar 21, it was reported that a foreign crew of a fishing vessel POR HEN PRASERT 7 fell into waters about 40 nm 

off Samui Island, Surat Thani Province, Thailand. A rescue operation by coastal authorities was reported to be initiated to 

locate the missing crew.  
 

• Fire/ Off Navotas Port, Philippines/ 01 Mar 21.    

  

On 01 Mar 21, it was reported that two vessels BUENA SUERTE J-56 and BUENA 

SUERTE RESIA caught fire off Pier 5, Navotas Port, Philippines. The Philippines Coast 

Guard responded to the incident and brought the fire under control. However, an 

investigation was initiated to examine any possibilities of oil spill in the area. The cause 

of the incident was not reported.  
 

• SAR/ Off Tamil Nadu, India/ 01 Mar 21.    

  

On 01 Mar 21, it was reported that the Coast Guard ship AMEYA rescued a fisherman off 

Tamil Nadu, India. The fisherman reportedly fell overboard and was adrift in the area. 

The officials provided him with necessary medical aid and assisted the fisherman ashore. 

 

• Sunk/ Off Mumbai, India/ 02 Mar 21.    

 

On 02 Mar 21, it was reported that a local fishing vessel RAMEDI AAI sank in the waters of Arabian sea along the coast 

of Mumbai, India. Crew details and the cause of the incident are still not certain. 

 

• Collision/ Off Muara Jawa, Indonesia/ 02 Mar 21.    

 

On 02 Mar 21, it was reported that an Indonesia flagged tug PRIMA SAKTI VI collided with a bridge pole off Muara 

Jawa, Indonesia. Subsequently, the vessel developed a heavy list and a part of the bridge sustained cracks. An 

investigation was initiated to identify the cause of the incident. 

 

• Capsize/ Off East Kalimantan, Indonesia/ 02 Mar 21.    

 
On 02 Mar 21, it was reported that a motorboat with 20 personnel onboard capsized off East Kalimantan, Indonesia. 

Reportedly, the crew raised a distress alert after the boat encountered heavy weather prevailing in the area. The 

authorities responded to the distressed vessel, rescued the crew members and assisted them ashore. 

 

• Capsize/ Off Bekal Coast, India/ 03 Mar 21.    

 

On 03 Mar 21, it was reported that a fishing boat with five fishermen onboard capsized about 8 nm off the coast of Bekal, 

Kerala, India. Reportedly, a distress alert was raised after the boat broke into two parts. A search was initiated to locate 

the missing fishermen. The cause of the incident was not reported. 

 

• SAR/ Off Kemaman, Malaysia/ 03 Mar 21.    

 

On 03 Mar 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities rescued four personnel 

including the skipper from a recreational boat about 2.7 nm off Kemaman, Terengganu, 

SUMMARY OF MARITIME INCIDENTS 
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Malaysia. Reportedly, the stranded personnel raised a distress alert after the boat encountered mechanical failure. 

Subsequently, the authorities responded to the distress call, provided necessary assistance and towed the vessel ashore.  
 

• SAR/ Off Kerala, India/ 04 Mar 21.    

 

On 04 Mar 21, it was reported that the Coast Guard rescued five stranded fishermen off the coast of Kerala, India. The 

fishermen reportedly went for fishing on 03 Mar 21 onboard a mechanised boat. However, they encountered heavy 

weather in the area and subsequently raised a distress alert. The Coast Guard authorities responded to the distress call, 

rescued all the crew members and assisted them ashore. 

 

• SAR/ Off Gouna, Egypt/ 04 Mar 21.    

 

On 04 Mar 21, it was reported that the coastal authorities rescued 11 fishermen from a 

boat NEMAAT ALLAH about 3 nm of Gouna, Egypt. Reportedly, the stranded fishermen 

raised a distress alert after the boat encountered a mechanical failure and eventually sank. 

Subsequently, the authorities responded to the distress call and safely rescued the stranded 

fishermen.  

 

• Vessel Detained/ Off Tanjung Tongkah, Malaysia/ 04 Mar 20. 

 
On 04 Mar 21, it was reported that Malaysian authorities detained a foreign flagged 

container vessel with 24 crew members onboard about 06 nm South West of Tanjung 

Tongkah, Malaysia. Reportedly, the vessel was anchored in prohibited area of Port 

Klang without a valid permit. The detained vessel was taken into custody for further 

investigation.  

 

• SAR/ Off Tapanuli Regency, Indonesia/ 04 Mar 21.    

 
On 04 Mar 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities rescued 19 crew members from a fishing vessel  KM 

REJEKI INDAH SARI off Tapanuli Regency, North Sumatra, Indonesia. Reportedly, the stranded personnel raised a 

distress alert after the boat encountered heavy weather prevailing in the area and eventually sank. Subsequently, the 

authorities responded to the distress call, safely evacuated the crew members and shifted them ashore. 

 

• Death/ Off South East Sulawesi, Indonesia/ 05 Mar 21. 

 

On 05 Mar 21, it was reported that a fisherman lost his life at sea off South East Sulawesi, Indonesia. Reportedly, the 

fisherman went out for fishing on 02 Mar 21. A search was initiated by the coastal authorities to locate the missing 

fisherman. However, his mortal remains were recovered by his family. 

 

• Vessel Detained/ Off Perak, Malaysia/ 05 Mar 21. 

 

On 05 Mar 21, it was reported that Malaysian authorities detained a foreign flagged bulk carrier NEPTUNE STAR off 

Perak, Malaysia. Reportedly, the vessel was suspected of dumping contaminated oil in Perak state waters and taken into 

custody for further investigation.  

New Pandemic Response Guidance for Maritime SAR Organisations 

 

➢ The International Maritime Rescue Federation (IMRF), supported by Lloyd’s Register Foundation launched 

comprehensive guidance for anyone working in search and rescue, on how to ensure that SAR operations can continue 

safely in the face of challenges posed not only by COVID-19, but also by any future health emergencies. 

➢ The Pandemic Response Guidance will support SAR providers in improving their level of preparedness for 

any forthcoming pandemics and enhances initial materials produced by IMRF members in early 2020, in response to 

the emerging COVID-19 pandemic. The guidance has been peer reviewed by IMRF members around the world and is 

free to download from the IMRF website on : 
https://www.international-maritime-rescue.org/Pages/News/Category/covid-19 

 

 



 42     

  

• Sunk/ Off Pulau Banggi, Malaysia/ 05 Mar 21.  

 

On 05 Mar 21, it was reported that two foreign fishing vessels with an unknown number of fishermen sank about 02 nm 

South East of Pulau Banggi, Sabah, Malaysia. Reportedly, the vessels collided with a coral reef, developed cracks and 

eventually sank in the area. It was reported that the fishermen were rescued by a boat in the vicinity. 

 

• Vessel Detained/ Off Pulau Pintu Gedong, Malaysia/ 06 Mar 21. 

 

On 06 Mar 21, it was reported that Malaysian authorities detained a Hong Kong flagged tanker with 21 members 

onboard about 7 nm off Pulau Pintu Gedong, Malaysia. Reportedly, the vessel was anchored inside the country’s 

territorial waters without a valid permit. The detained vessel alongwith two crew members were taken into custody for 

further investigation.  

 

• Capsize/ Off Quang Ninh Province, Vietnam/ 06 Mar 21. 

 

On 06 Mar 21, it was reported that an anchored passenger ship QN-8898 with three crew onboard capsized off Quang 

Ninh Province, Vietnam. Reportedly, the vessel encountered water ingression from the openings in the kitchen 

compartment and eventually overturned. However, personnel onboard swam safely to the shore. 

 

• SAR/ Off Antique, Philippines/ 06 Mar 21. 

 

On 06 Mar 21, it was reported that the Philippines authorities rescued 16 personnel from a vessel off Antique, 

Philippines. Reportedly, the stranded crew raised a distress alert after the vessel encountered a mechanical failure. 

Subsequently, the authorities responded to the distress call, rescued the stranded personnel and provided necessary 

assistance.  
 

• Aground/ Off Port Louis, Mauritius/ 07 Mar 21. 

 

On 07 Mar 21, it was reported that a China flagged fishing vessel LU RONG YUAN YU 588 ran aground off Port Louis, 

Mauritius. Reportedly, the vessel encountered heavy weather and ran aground. Subsequently, the authorities responded to 

the distress call and airlifted 16 personnel from the vessel. A salvage operation was reported to be initiated to refloat the 

vessel.  
 

• Fire/ Off Sorong Port, Indonesia/ 07 Mar 21.  

 

On 07 Mar 21, it was reported that a passenger ship FAJAR BARU 8 caught fire                 

off Sorong port, West Papua Province, Indonesia. Reportedly, the coastal authorities 

managed to pull the vessel away from the berth. No crew member was reported to be 

injured in the incident. However, the cause of fire remains unknown.  
 

• Medevac/ Off Naifaru, Maldives/ 07 Mar 21.  

 

On 07 Mar 21, it was reported that Maldivian authorities carried out medical evacuation onboard fishing vessel 

RUKKURI off Naifaru, Maldives. The crew member reportedly required urgent medical assistance. The evacuated 

fisherman was shifted to a local hospital for further treatment.  
 

• SAR/ Off Kemaman, Malaysia/ 07 Mar 21. 

 

On 07 Mar 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities rescued eight personnel from an Indonesian flagged tug 

SYARASD I off Kemaman, Terengganu, Malaysia. Reportedly, the boat encountered engine failure and eventually sank 

due to flooding. Subsequently, the authorities rescued the stranded personnel and assisted them ashore.  
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• Violent Confrontation/ Off Male City, Maldives/ 07 Mar 21. 

 

On 07 Mar 21, it was reported that a migrant worker lost his life after sustaining injuries in a violent confrontation with 

another migrant worker onboard a fishing boat off Male, Maldives. Reportedly, the migrant was stabbed with a sharp-

edged weapon in the incident. The suspect was taken into custody for further investigation. 

 

• Mechanical Failure/ Off Yemen/ 08 Mar 21. 

 

On 08 Mar 21, it was reported that a Hong Kong flagged cargo vessel DARYA CHAND encountered mechanical failure 

while transiting the coast of Yemen.The vessel is reportedly adrift in the area to progress repairs.  

 

• SAR/ Off Spartly Islands/ 08 Mar 21. 

 

On 08 Mar 21, it was reported that the Vietnam authorities rescued ten fishermen onboard two fishing vessels PY 99993 

TS and KH 94338 TS off Spratly Islands. Reportedly, the stranded crew of both the vessels raised a distress call after their 

boat encountered mechanical failure. Subsequently, the authorities responded to the distress call, provided necessary 

assistance and towed the vessels ashore.  
 

• Collision/ Off Phu Yen, Vietnam/ 09 Mar 21. 

 

On 09 Mar 21, it was reported that a fishing vessel collided with cargo vessel OLYMPIA off Phu Yen, Vietnam. 

Reportedly, seven fishermen were rescued by the cargo vessel and two fishermen remain missing. The rescued fishermen 

were shifted ashore for medical assistance. A search was initiated to locate the missing fishermen. 

 

• SAR/ Off Samal City, Philippines/ 09 Mar 21. 

 
On 09 Mar 21, it was reported that the Philippines authorities rescued 09 personnel from a motorboat off Samal City, 

Davao del Norte, Philippines. Reportedly, the stranded crew raised a distress alert after the vessel encountered a 

mechanical failure due to heavy weather prevailing in the area. Subsequently, the authorities responded to the distress 

call, rescued the stranded personnel and provided necessary assistance. 

 

• SAR/ Off Oman/ 09 Mar 21. 

 

On 09 Mar 21, it was reported that Indian Naval Ship TALWAR provided technical assistance to cargo ship MV NAYAN 

in Gulf of Oman. Reportedly, the cargo vessel raised a distress alert after experiencing mechanical failure. The technical 

team from the Indian Naval Ship boarded the vessel and provided technical assistance.  

 

• Fire/ Off Port Louis, Mauritius/ 09 Mar 21. 

 

On 09 Mar 21, it was reported that a Taiwan flagged fishing vessel LIAN CHI SHENG 62 caught fire off Port Louis, 

Mauritius. Reportedly, two fishing vessels in the vicinity provided necessary assistance. No crew member was reported 

to be injured in the incident. However, the cause of fire remains unknown.  
 

• Medevac/ Off Oyster Bay, South Africa/ 09 Mar 21. 

 

On 09 Mar 21, it was reported that the authorities carried out medical evacuation onboard a fishing vessel off Oyster 

Bay, South Africa. The crew member reportedly required urgent medical assistance. The evacuated fisherman was 

shifted to a local hospital for further treatment.  
 

• Missing/ Off Addu City, Maldives/ 10 Mar 21. 

 

On 10 Mar 21, it was reported that a fishing boat VEENA went missing off Addu City, Maldives. Reportedly, the boat 

was towed by another boat SANTANA and went missing after the towing rope parted. A search was initiated to locate the 

missing fishing boat. 
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• SAR/ Off Gili Ketapang Island, Indonesia/ 10 Mar 21. 

 

On 10 Mar 21, it was reported that 18 crew members were rescued from a fishing boat BAROKAH off Gili Ketapang 

Island, Indonesia. Reportedly, the fishing vessel encountered water ingress and eventually sank. However, all the crew 

members were rescued by the local fishermen in the vicinity. 

 

• Collision/ Off Bintan Regency, Indonesia/ 10 Mar 21. 

 
On 10 Mar 21, it was reported that a local passenger boat collided with tug boat off Bintan Regency, Riau Islands, 

Indonesia. Reportedly, a fisherman went missing after the collision. A search was reported to be initiated to locate the 

missing fishermen.  
 

• SAR/ Off Tanjung Po, Malaysia/ 11 Mar 21. 

 

On 11 Mar 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities rescued four fishermen onboard a Class B fishing about 3.5 

nm off Tanjung Po, Malaysia. Reportedly, the fishing vessel encountered heavy weather prevailing in the area and 

eventually sank.  However, the fishermen were rescued, provided necessary aid and assisted ashore. 

 

• SAR/ Off Navadra, India / 11 Mar 21. 

 

On 11 Mar 21, it was reported that the Coast Guard ship RAJRATAN rescued seven crew members from IFB HARSIDHI 

off Navadra, Gujarat, India. Reportedly, the stranded crew members raised a distress alert after the boat encountered fire. 

Subsequently, the CGS RAJRATAN responded to the distress call, provided necessary assistance and assisted them 

ashore.  
 

• Vessel Detained/ Off Palau Pangkor, Malaysia/ 12 Mar 21. 

 

On 12 Mar 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities detained a tanker with 19 crew members onboard, off Palau 

Pangkor, Malaysia. Reportedly, the vessel was anchored in a prohibited area without a valid permit. The suspects and the 

detained vessel were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• SAR/ Off Pulau Singa Besar, Malaysia/ 13 Mar 21. 

 

 On 13 Mar 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities rescued 30 crew members from a local fishing vessel off 

Pulau Singa Besar, Malaysia. Reportedly, the fishing vessel collided with a rock while fishing and eventually sank. 

However, the patrolling vessel KM TENGGOL dispatched to the scene and assisted all the crew members ashore. 
 

• Death/ Off Tawi-Tawi, Philippines/ 13 Mar 21.                        

 

On 13 Mar 21, it was reported that the Captain of a Liberia flagged bulk carrier IVESTOS lost his life off Tawi-Tawi, 

Philippines. The Captain reportedly required urgent medical assistance. The Philippines authorities responded to the 

distress, assisted him ashore and shifted him to a hospital, where he was declared dead.  

 

• Medevac/ Off Lan Island, Thailand/ 13 Mar 21. 

 
On 13 Mar 21, it was reported that a crew of fishing vessel THANU THONG met with a fatal accident caused by 

breaking towing rope off Lan Island, Chonburi Province, Thailand. The crew reportedly required urgent medical 

assistance. The evacuated crew was shifted to a local hospital for further treatment.  
 

• SAR/ Off Paly Island, Philippines/ 14 Mar 21. 

 

On 14 Mar 21, it was reported that the Philippines authorities rescued 26 passengers from a motorised boat off Paly 

Island, Taytay, Philippines. Reportedly, the stranded personnel raised a distress alert after their boat encountered a 

mechanical failure. Subsequently, the authorities responded to the distress call, safely evacuated the passengers and 

assisted them to the shore.  
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• Sunk/ Off Mui Ne, Vietnam/ 14 Mar 21. 

 

On 14 Mar 21, it was reported that a Vietnam flagged cargo vessel BACH DANG loaded with 1,500 tonnes of ash sank 

off Mui Ne, Vietnam. Reportedly, the vessel sank due to water ingress. However, all the seven crew members onboard 

the vessel were safely rescued by a vessel in the vicinity.  

 

• SAR/ Off Pulau Putri, Indonesia/ 14 Mar 21. 

 

On 14 Mar 21, it was reported that Indonesian authorities rescued three personnel in the waters off Pulau Putri, Batam, 

Indonesia. Reportedly, the authorities sighted the drowning personnel after their boat sank. Subsequently, the authorities 

rescued the stranded personnel and shifted them ashore. However, the cause of the sinking was not reported. 

 

• Violent Confrontation/ Off Gahirmatha, India/ 16 Mar 21. 

 

On 16 Mar 21, it was reported that six forest guards of Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary were injured by a group of local 

fishermen onboard 10 fishing trawlers off Gahirmatha, Odisha, India. The forest guards did not allow the fishermen to 

enter the prohibited area of the marine sanctuary that resulted in a violent confrontation. The injured officials were 

shifted to the local hospital for medical assistance.  

 

• Medevac/ Off Huvadhoo Atoll, Maldives/ 17 Mar 21. 

 
On 17 Mar 21, it was reported that Maldivian authorities evacuated a fisherman onboard fishing vessel HUSHIYAARU 

off Huvadhoo Atoll, Maldives. The fisherman reportedly required urgent medical assistance. The evacuated crew 

member was shifted to a local hospital for further treatment.  
 

• SAR/ Off Guiuan, Philippines/ 17 Mar 21. 

 
On 17 Mar 21, it was reported that the Philippines Coast guard rescued 16 passengers from a fishing carrier BENCOR off 

Guiuan, Philippines. Reportedly, the passengers raised a distress alert after the boat encountered mechanical failure. 

Subsequently, the authorities responded to the distress call and provided necessary assistance. 

 

• Missing/ Off Penang, Malaysia/ 18 Mar 21. 

 

On 18 Mar 21, it was reported that a local went missing while jet skiing off Penang, Malaysia. A search was initiated by 

the coastal authorities to locate the missing person. 

 

• Collision/ Off Kochi, India/ 18 Mar 21. 

 

On 18 Mar 21, it was reported that a UK flagged tanker ORANGE VICTORIA collided with a fiber boat about 46 nm off 

Kochi, Kerala, India. Reportedly, the fishing boat sustained damages. However, all the six crew members of the fishing 

vessel were reported to be safe.  

 

• Fire/ Off Phuket, Thailand/ 18 Mar 21. 

 

On 18 Mar 21, it was reported that five Chinese-flagged commercial fishing boats caught fire off Phuket, Thailand. 

Reportedly, the boats were left abandoned for past ten years. No oil spill was reported in the incident. However, the 

cause of fire remains unknown. 

 

Comments. Gahirmatha beach in Kendrapara district is acclaimed as the world’s largest-known nesting ground of the 

endangered marine species- Olive Ridley Turtles. Apart from Gahirmatha, these aquatic animals turn up at 

Rushikulya river mouth and Devi river mouth for mass nesting. Patrolling in the sanctuary has been intensified as 

around 130,000 turtles have laid eggs in the area. The turtles which had congregated in the sea near Gahirmatha 

beach came ashore for nesting in groups of 5,000 to 10,000 each. The authorities were engaged in the turtle 

protection exercise when they were chased by a fleet of fishing trawlers leading to a confrontation. 
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• SAR/ Off Raja Ampat Regency, Indonesia/ 18 Mar 21. 

 

On 18 Mar 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities rescued 09 passengers from a fishing vessel KMN 

RIZQULLA 7A off Raja Ampat Regency, Indonesia. Reportedly, the passengers raised a distress alert after the boat 

encountered mechanical failure. Subsequently, the authorities responded to the distress call, rescued them and provided 

necessary assistance. 

 

• Vessel Detained/ Off Tok Bali, Malaysia/ 18 Mar 21. 

 

On 18 Mar 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities detained a Thailand flagged tanker with eight crew 

members onboard about 110 nm off Tok Bali, Malaysia. Reportedly, the vessel was adrift in country’s EEZ without a 

valid permit. The suspects and the detained vessel were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• Vessel Detained/ Off Candulo Island, Philippines / 18 Mar 21. 

 

On 18 Mar 21, it was reported that the Philippines Coast guard detained a fishing vessel with seven passengers off 

Candulo Island, Philippines. Reportedly, the vessel was adrift in the area without a valid document. The vessel and the 

suspects were handed over to the local officials for further investigation.  
 

• Vessel Detained/ Off Kuala Sibuti, Malaysia/ 20 Mar 21. 

 

On 20 Mar 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities detained an oil tanker with three foreign crew onboard about 

20 nm North West of Kuala Sibuti, Malaysia. Reportedly, the vessel was carrying 15,000 ltr of diesel and drifting in the 

area without a valid permit. The suspects and the vessel were handed over to the local authorities for further 

investigation.  
  

• SAR/ Off Kasaragod, India/ 20 Mar 21. 

 

On 20 Mar 21, it was reported that the Coast guard rescued six crew members from MSV SAFINA-AL-MIRZAL about 30 

nm West off Kasaragod, Kerala, India. Reportedly, the boat sank due to flooding. Subsequently, the authorities sighted 

the drowning personnel and rescued them. 

 

• Mechanical Failure/ Off Jeddah, Saudi Arabia/ 21 Mar 21. 

 

On 21 Mar 21, it was reported that a service vessel MEHR experienced mechanical failure about 80 nm West off Jeddah, 

Saudi Arabia. Reportedly, the vessel raised a distress alert for urgent assistance. The authorities rescued the vessel and 

assisted ashore. 

 

• SAR/ Off Chirala, India/ 21 Mar 21. 

 

On 21 Mar 21, it was reported that Indian authorities rescued two locals off Chirala, Andhra Pradesh, India. Reportedly, 

a group of five personnel went to the beach and were dragged into deeper waters due to strong waves. However, two 

personnel were reported to be drowned at sea and one person missing. A search operation was reported to be initiated to 

locate the missing personnel.  

 

• Man Overboard/ Bay Of Bengal/ 21 Mar 21. 

 

On 21 Mar 21, it was reported that a man went overboard from a tanker MARS while transiting the Bay of Bengal. 

Reportedly, the incident took place about 430 nm East of Visakhapatnam, India.  

 

• Sunk/ Off Jakarta, Indonesia/ 21 Mar 21. 

 

On 21 Mar 21, it was reported that a fishing vessel with 13 personnel onboard sank off Jakarta, Indonesia. Reportedly the 

vessel encountered heavy weather prevailing in the area and eventually sank. Reportedly, the mortal remains of three 

personnel were recovered by the coastal authorities and a search to locate the remaining drowned personnel was initiated. 
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• SAR/ Off Dubai, UAE/ 21 Mar 21. 

 

On 21 Mar 21, it was reported that the Dubai authorities rescued one person off Dubai, UAE. Reportedly, two personnel 

went for swimming and were dragged into deeper waters due to strong waves. It was reported that authorities managed to 

recover the mortal remains of the drowned person. 

 

• SAR/ Off Tanjung Pirok, Indonesia/ 21 Mar 21. 

 

On 21 Mar 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities rescued 13 personnel from a motorboat off Tanjung Priok, 

Jakarta, Indonesia. Reportedly, the motorboat encountered a mechanical failure, encountered the heavy weather and 

eventually sank due to leakage. However, the mortal remains of three personnel were reported to be recovered in the 

incident. 

 

• SAR/ Red Sea/ 22 Mar 21. 

 

On 22 Mar 21, it was reported that the Pakistani authorities rescued six personnel from a tugboat in the Red Sea. 

Reportedly, the tugboat ran aground about 160 miles from Sudan and 100 miles from Jeddah while enroute to Egypt. The 

rescued personnel were provided with necessary medical aid and were assisted ashore.  

 

• Missing/ Off Kemaman, Malaysia/ 22 Mar 21. 

 

On 22 Mar 21, it was reported that the six fishermen went missing off Kemaman, Malaysia. Reportedly, the fishing boat 

was believed to be broken down while fishing in the area. A search was reported to be initiated to locate the missing 

personnel.  

 

• Violent Confrontation/ Off Nakhon Si Thammarat, Thailand/ 22 Mar 21.  
 

On 22 Mar 21, it was reported that five fisheries officials injured while trying to catch fishing boats for fishing illegally 

off Nakhon Si Thammarat, Thailand. Reportedly, fishermen tried to flee upon noticing the approaching patrol boats. 

During chase down, one fishing boat reportedly collided with a patrol boat. As a result, five officials were injured and 

later shifted to the local hospital for medical assistance. 

 

• Violent Confrontation/ Off Kodiakarai, India/ 22 Mar 21. 

 

On 22 Mar 21, it was reported that the six fishermen were injured by a group of foreign personnel off Kodiakarai, Tamil 

Nadu, India. Reportedly, the group of attackers approached the fishermen in two fiber boats, injured the fishermen and 

took away their nets, catches, ice box and GPS equipment. Subsequently, the injured fishermen were rescued by other 

fishermen transiting through the area. The incident was reported to the coastal authorities and injured fishermen were 

shifted to the local hospital for medical assistance.  
 

• Aground/ Off Suez Canal, Egypt/ 23 Mar 21. 

 

On 23 Mar 21, it was reported that a Panama flagged container ship EVER GIVEN ran aground off Suez Canal, Egypt. 

Reportedly, the vessel encountered heavy weather prevailing in the area and eventually ran aground. Subsequently, a 

temporary blockage of northbound and southbound waterways was reported in the Suez Canal. The vessel was refloated 

on 29 Mar 21 resulting in resumption of traffic in Suez Canal.  
 

• Sunk/ Off Jember, Indonesia/ 23 Mar 21. 

 

On 23 Mar 21, it was reported that four fishing boats sank and one person went missing off Jember, Indonesia. 

Reportedly, the boat encountered heavy weather prevailing in the area and eventually sank. Subsequently, a search 

operation was initiated to locate the missing person.  
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• Collision/ Off Suez Canal, Egypt/ 23 Mar 21. 

 

On 23 Mar 21, it was reported that a Barbados flagged bulk carrier ARK ROYAL collided with Russian Navy tanker 

KOLA off Suez Canal, Egypt. Reportedly, both the vessels sustained minor damages in the collision and continued their 

transit. No oil spill was reported in the incident.  
• Aground/ Off Shaviyani Atoll, Maldives/ 23 Mar 21. 

 

On 23 Mar 21, it was reported that a boat with three personnel onboard ran aground off Shaviyani Atoll, Maldives. 

Reportedly, the vessel was loaded with 50,000 ltr of diesel when it ran aground. No oil spill was reported in the incident. 

The cause of the incident as not reported.  

 

• Death/ Off Pantai Batu Layar, Malaysia/ 23 Mar 21. 

 

On 23 Mar 21, it was reported that two personnel drowned while swimming off Pantai Batu Layar, Malaysia. Reportedly, 

the personnel went for swimming during the low tide and were dragged into deeper waters due to strong waves. The 

coastal authorities recovered the mortal remains of the drowned personnel during search operation and handed over to 

local authorities for further action.  
             

• Fire/ Off Pt Delta Oriental Kapaus, Indonesia/ 23 Mar 21.    

                                                          

On 23 Mar 21, it was reported that an Indonesian flagged cargo BUDI MULIA 66 caught fire while docked at Pt Delta 

Oriental Kapaus, Indonesia. Reportedly, smoke was observed by a guard patrolling in the port. Subsequently, the fire was 

extinguished and no injuries were reported in the incident. However, the cause of the incident was not reported. 

 

• Vessel Detained/ Off Tehoru, Indonesia/ 23 Mar 21. 

 

On 23 Mar 21, it was reported that the Indonesian authorities detained an Indonesian flagged cargo vessel CLARITY 08 

off Tehoru, Indonesia. Reportedly, the vessel was not in possession of valid documents. The detained vessel was handed 

over to local authorities for further investigation.  
 

• Fire/ Off Thilafushi, Maldives/ 24 Mar 21. 

 

On 24 Mar 21, it was reported that a docked vessel caught fire in Thilafushi, Maldives. The cause of fire reported to be 

welding work onboard. Subsequently, the fire was extinguished and no injuries were reported in the incident. 

 

• Vessel Detained/ Off Tanjung Kling, Malaysia/ 25 Mar 21. 

 

On 25 Mar 21, it was reported that the Malaysian authorities detained a Tanzania flagged tanker PENNY H with 24 

foreign crew members onboard off Tanjung Kling, Malaysia. Reportedly, the vessel was adrift in country’s EEZ without 

valid document. The suspects and the detained vessel were handed over to the local authorities for further investigation.  

 

• SAR/ Off Pulau Tioman, Malaysia/ 26 Mar 21. 

 

On 26 Mar 21, it was reported that six fishermen were rescued about 50 nm North off Pulau Tioman, Malaysia. 

Reportedly, the fishermen went missing after their boat lost propulsion due to heavy weather in the area. The authorities 

sighted the adrift fishing boat which was towed by a local fishing boat and assisted them ashore. The rescued fishermen 

were taken to a local hospital for medical assistance. 

 

• Capsize/ Off Pasir Puteh, Malaysia/ 28 Mar 21. 

 

On 28 Mar 21, it was reported that a boat capsized off Pasir Puteh, Malaysia. Reportedly, the boat encountered heavy 

weather prevailing in the area. Four Vietnamese crew members were rescued by a local offshore supply vessel        

EXPRESS 93 in the vicinity. Subsequently, the rescued crew members were assisted ashore and provided with necessary 

medical assistance. One crew member was reported to be missing.  
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• Man Overboard/ Off East Johor, Malaysia/ 28 Mar 21.     

                    

On 28 Mar 21, it was reported that a man fell overboard from a fishing boat PRUTHICHAI 1 off East Johor, Malaysia. 

Reportedly, the vessel was transiting between Malaysia and Singapore.  A search operation was reported to be initiated to 

locate the missing seafarer.  

 

• Capsize/ Off Hulhumale, Maldives/ 29 Mar 21. 

 

On 29 Mar 21, it was reported that a boat with three personnel onboard capsized off Hulhumale, Maldives. Reportedly, 

the boat encountered heavy weather prevailing in the area and eventually capsized. It was reported that the personnel 

onboard capsized boat were rescued by a Safari boat in the vicinity. 

 

• Aground/ Off Feydhoofinolhu, Maldives / 29 Mar 21. 

 

On 29 Mar 21, it was reported that a barge TRANS-FUEL 8 with three personnel onboard ran aground off 

Feydhoofinolhu, Maldives. Reportedly, the barge encountered heavy weather prevailing in the area and eventually ran 

aground. Subsequently, the authorities approached the distressed vessel and provided the necessary assistance.  
 

• Fire/ Off Dikkowita, Sri Lanka/ 29 Mar 21. 

 

 

On 29 Mar 21, it was reported that a fishing trawler LANKA MATHA caught fire off Dikkowita, Sri Lanka. Reportedly, 

the authorities deployed Naval firefighting teams to extinguish the fire. However, seven personnel were reported to be 

injured and shifted to the local hospital for medical assistance.  
 

• Capsize/ Off Kuala Gula, Malaysia/ 29 Mar 21. 

 

On 29 Mar 21, it was reported that a boat with three personnel onboard capsized off Kuala Gula, Malaysia. Reportedly, 

the boat encountered heavy weather prevailing in the area and eventually capsized. It was reported that two personnel 

were able to swim to safety. However, one person lost his life in the incident. The mortal remains of the third person was 

reported to be recovered by the local authorities during the search operation.  
 

• Man Overboard/ Off Tanjung Piandang, Malaysia/ 30 Mar 21. 

 

On 30 Mar 21, it was reported that a man fell overboard while fishing about 08 nm west off Tanjung Piandang, Malaysia. 

Reportedly, other fishermen transiting through the area sighted the drifting vessel and reported the incident to the local 

authorities. Subsequently, it was reported that a search operation by local authorities was undertaken to locate the 

missing person. 

 

• Capsize/ Off Leyte, Philippines/ 30 Mar 21.                        

 

On 30 Mar 21, it was reported that a boat with 25 personnel onboard capsized off Leyte, Philippines. Reportedly, the 

boat encountered mechanical failure and towed by another boat. The boat being towed eventually capsized due to heavy 

current prevailing in the area. Subsequently, coastal authorities approached the distressed vessel, rescued the stranded 

personnel and shifted them ashore for medical assistance. 

 

 

Update on Container Vessel SHAHRAZ 

 

Iranian flagged container vessel SHAHRAZ that ran aground in the Singapore Strait, off the Indonesian island of 

Batam on 10 May 20, was reportedly refloated on 07 Mar 21. It was further reported that the vessel still needs to be 

assessed for further repairs before considering it back into service.  
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     Grounding of MV EVER GIVEN in Suez Canal 

 

 
 

                        

➢ MV EVER GIVEN (IMO 9811000) is a Panama flagged, Japanese company owned and Taiwanese company 

operated vessel. The vessel is one of the world’s largest container vessels with a capacity of 20,000 TEU. 

➢ The vessel sailed from Yantian, China on 09 Mar 21 and was scheduled to call on Felixstowe, UK on 27 Mar 

21 and Rotterdam, Netherlands on 31 Mar 21. The vessel arrived off Port Suez at around midnight of 22/23 Mar 21 

and commenced northbound transit as the fifth vessel of a convoy of 20 vessels AM 23 Mar 21. 

➢ The vessel was reported to have run aground at KM151 mark at about 0740h local time on 23 Mar 21. Initial 

reports suggested that the vessel suffered engine failure. However, official statement from the ship manager attributed 

the incident to a 30 kn gust of wind. 

➢ Her bulbous bow got embedded in the Eastern bank of the Suez Canal, and was stuck there for five days. As 

per reports, the rudder and stern frame suffered damage. The vessel reportedly heeled to port. It was determined that 

there was no breach of hull water-tight integrity. Bottom damage if any has not been assessed. Initially 2 tugs were 

mobilised to try and free the vessel. Thereafter salvage efforts were supplemented by 8 tugboats. 

➢ Subsequently, 2 dredgers were deployed to dig-out the sand banks to create a ‘turning basin’ for the vessel. 

After being stuck for days in the mud and sand across the Southern end of the canal, the EVER GIVEN was finally 

dislodged on 29 Mar 21 and moved by about 80% in the correct direction, although the bow remained stuck until the 

ship was finally freed by Egyptian, Dutch, and Italian tugs and started moving, under tow, towards the Great Bitter 

Lake, for technical inspection. The canal was checked for damage, and after being found to be sound, the Suez Canal 

Authority allowed shipping to resume from 17:00 UTC on 29 Mar 21. 

➢ As one of the world's busiest trade routes, the canal obstruction had a significant negative impact on trade 

between Europe and Asia and the Middle East. On 28 Mar 21, atleast 369 ships were queuing to pass through the 

canal. This prevented an estimated $9.6 billion worth of trade. 

➢ The Egyptian state-owned Suez Canal Authority has sought from the vessel’s owners a compensation of $ 

916 million. The owners have reportedly decided to mount a legal challenge with respect to the amount claimed. 

The vessel is currently anchored in the Great Bitter lake. 

➢ Source: https://www.ekainfra.com/report-on-grounding-of-m-v-ever-given-in-the-suez-canal-version-1/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bow_(ship)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Bitter_Lake
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Bitter_Lake
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• Incidents in Gulf of Aden. 

 

• Suspicious approach in Gulf of Aden/  Gulf of Oman. 

 

An incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard a merchant vessel off Yemen on 08 Mar 21. Reportedly, the 

vessel was approached by an unknown number of perpetrators onboard small crafts. A mothership was also reported to 

be in the vicinity of the incident. Subsequently, the AST onboard the vessel displayed weapons due to which the 

perpetrators aborted the approach and fled away. The vessel and the crew were reported to be safe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maritime Security Incidents  

 

 
 

➢ The Centre monitored open-source reports about a suspicious approach by boat where mothership was also 

in the vicinity. This is first of its kind incident in the recent times. 

 

➢ As per DNK IOC assessment, Mar 21 saw a continuation of the relative calm in maritime security in the Gulf 

of Aden and Western Arabian Sea as has been the case since the Southern Transitional Council (STC) and the Hadi-

coalition returned to the Riyadh agreement in Dec 20. This relative calm at sea will likely also remain in the coming 

months. 

 

➢ As per DNK IOC the reported incident off Nishtun has not been confirmed but if verified was likely linked to 

illicit criminal activity, such as smuggling between the Gulf countries and the Horn of Africa. There have also been 

reports of some intermittent kinetic activity in Southern Yemen in Mar 21 and will likely continue in Apr 21. However, 

this activity is unlikely to influence maritime security for either transiting vessel or trade in general to Southern 

Yemen.  

 

➢ As per Dryad Global this is the first incident of this nature within the Eastern Gulf of Aden within 2021 with 

the last recorded incident recorded as an attack on the 04 Dec 20. 

 

➢ The reported approach is understood to have occurred 105 nm SE the Yemeni Port of Nishtun. The port of 

Nishtun has long been a key Saudi asset. The Saudi-led Arab Coalition continues to operate out of Nishtun, with naval 

assets often docking for operations in the Gulf of Aden and the Red Sea. An important mid-point between the Persian 

Gulf and the Red Sea, Nishtun has been considered an end-point for oil pipelines running for Saudi Arabia and 

through inland Yemen. 

 

 

 

 

           

Gulf of Aden/Gulf of Oman Update 
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• Publication of first Annual Report 2020 by IFC-IOR. 

 

The analysis of Maritime Security incidents of 2020 undertaken by Information Fusion Centre – 

Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) to identify trends & emerging threats have been compiled into 

Annual Report and published in Mar 21. The report is a maiden effort, towards ensuring safety & 

security of seafarers. The Centre monitored 267 incidents of Piracy and Armed Robbery, 421 

incidents of Contraband Smuggling, 379 incidents of IUU Fishing, 337 incidents of IHM and 592 

Maritime incidents in the year 2020. The full report can be accessed on the following link: 

https://www.indiannavy.nic.in/ifc-ior/IFC_IOR_ANNUAL%20REPORT%202020.pdf 

 

• Working together to regulate waste dumping at sea - IMO.  
 

Preventing pollution from dumping of wastes at sea relies on 

global frameworks, regional conventions and protocols, and 

national regulations. To be effective, these need to be aligned 

and implemented effectively. This was the subject of a meeting 

organised by IMO on 02 Mar 21. Participants shared best 

practices relating to two key instruments regulating to dumping 

of wastes at sea:  the Mediterranean Action Plan (strives to 

protect the environment and to foster sustainable development 

in the Mediterranean basin) and Barcelona Convention 

Dumping Protocol. The Dumping Protocol was amended in 

1995 to align with the London Protocol but has yet to enter into 

force.   
 

• Exact Earth provides AIS services for Dark Vessel Detection (DVD) program.  

 

Exact Earth has signed an agreement with MDA (space technology 

developer and manufacturer) to provide advanced Satellite-AIS data 

services as part of MDA’s recently announced Dark Vessel Detection 

(DVD) program for the Government of Canada. The DVD program is 

intended to detect and identify vessels that have switched off their 

AIS transponders and are engaged in Illegal, Unreported and 

Unregulated (IUU) fishing. Exact Earth is part of the MDA-led 

project that is supporting the Government of Canada’s commitment to 

help deter IUU fishing by using satellite technology to locate so-

called “dark targets”.  
 

• Green Voyage 2050: States accelerate action to decarbonise shipping.  

 

Eleven States from across the globe are partnering in the International 

Maritime Organisation (IMO)-Norway Green Voyage 2050 Project, 

which is supporting the path to decarbonisation in the shipping sector, in 

line with the IMO Initial Strategy on the reduction of greenhouse gas 

emissions from shipping (IMO Initial GHG Strategy). Through the IMO 

Initial GHG Strategy, IMO Member States have pledged to cut annual 

greenhouse gas emissions from international shipping by at least half by 

2050, compared with their level in 2008 and work towards phasing out 

GHG emissions from shipping entirely as soon as possible in this 

century. As of now, Azerbaijan, Belize, China, Cook Islands, Ecuador, 

Georgia, India, Kenya, Solomon Islands, South Africa and Sri Lanka are 

partnering countries in the GreenVoyage2050 Project. 

 

  

Information/ Events of Interest 
 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/IFCIOR?src=hashtag_click
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• Mission SAGAR IV at Anjouan (Comoros). 

 

As part of Mission Sagar-IV, Indian Naval Ship JALASHWA arrived at 

Port Anjouan, Comoros on 14 Mar 21 to deliver 1,000 tonnes of rice. An 

official ceremony for handing over the food aid from the Government of 

India to Government of Comoros was held on 15 Mar 21. The ceremony 

was attended by Ministers from Comoros. This is the second visit of an 

Indian Navy ship to the island country within a span of one year. Earlier, 

as part of Mission Sagar-I, in May-Jun 20, the Indian Navy had delivered 

essential medicines to the nation and had also deployed a specialist 

medical team to work alongside their counterparts and to render 

assistance for dengue fever related emergencies.  

 

• Mission Sagar IV - INS JALASHWA Arrives at Port Ehoala (Madagascar). 

 

As part of Mission Sagar - IV, Indian Naval Ship JALASHWA 

arrived at Port Ehoala, Madagascar on 22 Mar 21. The ship 

delivered a consignment of 1,000 metric tonnes of rice and 100,000 

hydroxychloroquine tablets in response to an appeal made by 

Madagascar for assistance to deal with natural calamities. This is 

the second visit of an Indian Navy ship to the island country within 

a span of one year. Earlier, as part of Mission Sagar-I, in May-June 

2020, the Indian Navy had delivered essential medicines to the 

nation. INS JALASHWA's visit is in keeping with India's response 

to the disasters that have struck Madagascar in the past year. 

 

• Calling for a fair future for Seafarers. 

 

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, seafarers have faced difficult 

working conditions including uncertainties about port access, re-supply, 

crew changeovers and repatriation. Seafarers' rights to be treated fairly 

remain at the forefront of IMO’s work. The 2021 Day of the Seafarer 

campaign is calling for a fair future for seafarers. The campaign will 

discuss issues that will still be relevant to seafarers after the pandemic, 

such as fair treatment of seafarers, fair working conditions, fair 

training, fair safety, etc. Day of the Seafarer 2021 (25 June) will 

provide a platform to advocate for higher standards of working 

conditions. Seafarers will be invited to share their views about their future in seafaring. The campaign will discuss issues 

that will still be relevant to seafarers after the pandemic, such as fair treatment of seafarers, fair working conditions (in 

line with ILO's Maritime Labour Convention), fair training, fair safety, etc. 

 

• Digital ship clearance project seeks pilot port. 

 

The International Maritime Organisation (IMO) has issued a call for 

expressions of interest from countries with a medium-sized port to take 

part in a pilot project to establish an efficient digitalised system for 

electronic exchange of information in ports for ship clearance. The 

"Single Window for Facilitation of Trade (SWiFT) Project" will 

develop a system in a pilot port to allow electronic submission, through 

one single portal, of all information required by various government 

agencies when a ship calls at a port. This concept is known as the 

Maritime Single Window (MSW) system. The SWiFT project will be 

implemented by IMO in partnership with Singapore. The pilot will be 

supported by Singapore via in-kind contributions and by IMO via the 

Integrated Technical Cooperation Programme (ITCP).  
 



 54     

  

• COVID-19 crew change crisis still a challenge - IMO. 

 

The crew change crisis caused by COVID-19 restrictions continues to cause challenges, despite some improvement in 

the numbers, the Secretary-General of the International Maritime Organisation has warned.  In a statement, Secretary-

General Kitack Lim said that based on industry analysis, the numbers of seafarers requiring repatriation after finishing 

their contracts had declined - from a high of around 400,000 in Sep 20 to around 200,000 as of Mar 21, with a similar 

number waiting to join ships. Now, more than ever, seafarers need to be designated as key workers to ensure priority 

vaccination and access to safe transit and travel, Mr Lim said.  

   

• Upcoming IMO requirements for EPIRBs. 

 

In June 2019 the IMO’s Maritime Safety Committee enhanced 

the SOLAS requirements for the EPIRBs. The new rules will 

come into force on 01 Jul 22 and by then, every EPIRB 

installed on a ship must have the internal AIS frequency along 

with the 406 MHz channel and the GNSS transmitter. Each 

EPIRB installed on or after 01 Jul 22 must comply with the new 

regulations.  (But if an EPIRB is installed on a ship before this 

date it may not comply to the new rules).  Further, the 

requirements for the AIS locating signal from a beacon should 

be in accordance with the recommendation of ITU-R M.1371 

(technical characteristics for an automatic identification system 

using time division multiple access in the VHF maritime mobile 

frequency band).  

 

• Sea curfew in Sabah extended to April 15. 

 

Sabah’s dusk-to-dawn sea curfew, which was supposed to end on 30 Mar 21, 

has been extended for another two weeks until 15 Apr 21. Sabah Police 

Commissioner stated the extension of the 6pm to 6am curfew was needed 

due to continuous threats from cross-border criminals, including from 

kidnap-for-ransom groups. He added that the curfew was to facilitate 

enforcement and monitoring of boat activities in the area as well as establish 

a sense of security with nearby chalet owners and fishermen through the 

presence of a security team.  
 

• IMO published Fourth Greenhouse Gas emissions study. 

 

The Fourth IMO GHG study Executive Summary has been published in Mar 21. This 

study is the first iteration since the adoption of the Initial IMO Strategy on Reduction 

of Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions from Ships in 2018, under which IMO member 

states have pledged to cut GHG emissions from international shipping and to phase them 

out as soon as possible.  The study estimates that shipping emitted 1,056 

million tonnes of CO2 in 2018, accounting for about 2.89% of the total global 

anthropogenic CO2 emissions for that year. Under a new voyage-based allocation 

method, the share of international shipping represented 740 million tonnes of CO2 in 

2018. The Executive Summary of this GHG study can be accessed on the following link: 

https://wwwcdn.imo.org/localresources/en/OurWork/Environment/Documents/Fourth%20IMO%20GHG%20Study%202

020%20Executive-Summary.pdf   

 

• Working for a sustainable ocean – pollution prevention Sub-Committee meets. 

 

IMO's Sub-Committee on Pollution Prevention and Response (PPR), meets this week (22-26 March) in remote session. 

The Sub-Committee will carry on with agenda items aimed at minimizing the impact of shipping on the fragile Arctic 

environment. It is expected to consider draft guidelines on mitigation measures to reduce risks of use and carriage of 

heavy fuel oil as fuel by ships in Arctic waters, which have been developed by a correspondence group. The Sub-
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Committee is also expected to discuss a number of submissions related to reducing the impact on the Arctic of Black 

Carbon emissions from international shipping. 

 

• Inmarsat report explains IMO cruise and ferry sector cyber security requirement. 

 

Leading global mobile Satcom specialist Inmarsat has released a report covering new International Maritime 

Organization cyber security requirements and their implications for cruise ship and ferry operators. By IMO resolution, 

passenger ship Safety Management Systems must be documented as including cyber risk management under the 

International Safety Management Code no later than the first annual audit after 01 Jan 2021. Published by the Inmarsat 

Research Program, “Cyber Security Requirements for IMO 2021” offers insights into Inmarsat’s cyber security 

experience and examples of real cyber attacks on vessels and provides a guide to the criteria for compliance with the 

new IMO requirements. 

 

• Seafarers and aircrew need priority COVID-19 vaccination. 

 

The heads of five UN organisations have called for maritime and air 

transport workers to be prioritised for COVID-19 vaccination, given their 

key role in supporting global trade and mobility, which is essential for a 

sustainable socio-economic recovery. The UN Crisis Management Team 

for COVID-19, under the leadership of the World Health Organisation 

(WHO), has recognized that all countries should consider seafarers and 

aircrew, who are required to travel across borders during the pandemic, as 

a priority group for vaccination against COVID-19.  

 

• Weather Forecast. A monthly weather forecast for the month of Mar 21 in IOR region has been uploaded on  

IFC-IOR website for reference.  
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Disclaimer 

Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s monthly report has been derived from various internal and 

external linkages such as partner nations, other maritime stakeholders, agencies and open sources. The 

report aims to undertake analysis of incidents by establishing trends and anomalies to ensure safety and 

security of mariners and seafarers. While due care and effort has been taken to ensure veracity of data, 

due diligence may be exercised for subsequent usage of information contained therein. IFC-IOR requests 

and seeks assistance of all stakeholders to report incidents in the region to undertake accurate predictive 

and prescriptive analysis and build a comprehensive picture of existing threats in the maritime domain.  

The information contained in the report and the analysis thereon, is not reflective of the views of the 

Indian Government or Indian Navy in any manner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Details 

In case of any incident at sea, suspicious approach or unusual observed activity at sea, please contact IFC-IOR:- 

Website: -  https://www.indiannavy.nic.in/ifc-ior/ 

Email: - ifc-ior.gurugram@navy.gov.in 

Tel: -  +91 1242208385, +91 7428963733 

Fax: -  +91 1242209385 
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